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100 years of Visitor publication
u

That each member
feel a part
99

When the salutatory editorial for
the August 1887 issue of the Evangelical Visitor was penned at a farmhouse in southern Michigan, editor
Henry Davidson had a great deal on
his mind. The masthead bore the
motto he had selected for the new
church periodical: "Dedicated to the
Spread of Evangelical Truths and
the Unity of the Church." Those two
goals must have summarized what
he consciously hoped for as he took
the first steps into this new venture.
A strong advocate for a Brethren
in Christ periodical in the years
when controversy wracked General
Conference every time the publication issue came up, Davidson obviously believed in the importance of
a paper which would enhance the
church's outreach as well as strengthen its faith. But he knew too that
there were many who felt that a
periodical would open the door to
modern ways and even false teaching in the church. And while these
brothers and sisters had acquiesced
when the 1887 Conference voted to
initiate the paper for a four-year trial
period, clearly the new editor would
have to work carefully to assure that
the paper itself would not further
drive a wedge a m o n g the scattered
congregations.
Nancy Heisey is an active member of the
Brethren in Christ Historical Society. For 13
years she was associated with the Africa program of MCC. She and her husband Paul
Longacre currently are involved in a twoyear missions study project for the Mennonite Church.

While evangelical truths and unity
were the two poles of the consciouslyestablished tension present in the
Visitor's founding, Davidson's first
editorial included another theme,
which probably reflected best of all
the central thread which has woven
the paper together during its 100year history—the theme of helping
Brethren in Christ members to feel a
sense of participation and belonging. "We trust we shall have the
cooperation of the Church," wrote
Davidson, "that each member will
feel a part of the great work of publishing a church paper and of assisting in the spread of evangelical
truths. . . ."
Participation through interaction

In the Visitor's early years, the
magazine promoted belonging
through interaction which had an
almost "newsletter" flavor about it.
Readers shared testimonies of experiences and personal meditations on
topics such as prayer; proffered
opinions on issues such as "protracted meetings"; selected poems
they had read or wrote poems themselves; notified each other of changes
of address; and requested information on questions such as whether or
not the wine used during the Last
Supper was fermented.
The sense of the Visitor as a
medium of direct communication
among church members became less
strong as the paper evolved, however. During some years in midcentury, it almost seems that readers

had ceased to participate in the business of filling Visitor pages except in
clearly defined areas such as the missions sections and congregational
reports. Although one 1938 column
invited contributions f r o m Brethren
in Christ ministers, almost everything found there was reprinted from
other sources. In modern times, some
conversation has found its way back
into the paper through letters to the
editor.
Geography was also important to
the early sense of belonging. Contributors to the Visitor initially were
identified almost always simply as
"Sister
" or " B r o t h e r
_" and the place where they
lived: Abilene, Kansas; Clarence
Center, New York; Staynor, Ontario. Within a few years of its initiation, the Visitor began to receive letters from members who had travelled
to Morocco, Japan, and Central
America. Soon the church's own
appointed missionaries reported from
southern Africa and then f r o m India.
Over time, however, place as a
way of identifying one another took
on less importance. Perhaps the
church was becoming more geographically sophisticated, or perhaps other
realities had begun to define the
church. Contributors became known
by titles such as "elder," "bishop"
and "professor," and most recently
by their functions within the church,
for example, "member of the Board
of Media Ministries." If no reasonable title pertained, writers were identified by their congregational attach2
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ment: Air Hill, Fairview, Massey
Place, Holden Park.
Columns for interest groups

Throughout the Visitor's history,
a variety of efforts to encourage participation were made by the introduction of pages directed toward
special audiences. The most tried
and true of these special columns
were the "Church News"—reporting
on activities carried on in the congregations—and the lists of births,
marriages and deaths. Known affectionately for a time as "Our Dead,"
obituaries were often accompanied
in the 1920s by memorial poems
submitted by bereaved families and
friends. Marriage listings quickly
joined obituaries as items of interest
to the church, but the inclusion of
births did not take place until the
Visitor was more than fifty years old.
Initiated in the late 1920s as "Our
Pulpit F o r u m " a series of columns
entitled "The Preacher's Page" (in
the 1930s), "Clippings for Pastors"
(in the 1940s), and "Preachers" (in
the 1950s) acknowledged the church's
move into a professional pastoral
ministry.
Young people were another special group toward which the Visitor
at times directed attention. A "Youth
Department" appeared in the paper's second issue in 1887 as an effort
to provide wholesome reading and
moral instruction for the church's
young people. Over the years, however, the Visitor has seemed unsure
about how to treat young people
August 1987
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Dearly beloved readers of the Visitor, Ifeel led by the spirit of God to write a few lines to
the honor and glory of God. Ifeel such a fullness in Jesus this beautiful Wednesday
morning. Iam walking and talking with my blessed Jesus wherever I go and wherever I
am . . . . It has been dark for some time past, but I trusted the Lord and he has delivered
me. It was a hard lesson for me to learn but I would not take for it what the world can give
me for Ifeel it has strengthened me in the inner man; yet the outward man had to come
down for the sake of reaching eternal life . . . . Pray for me, dear readers, that I may be kept
by the power of God until the happy summons will come and call me home.
—Lydia Haure, Laurenceville, Ohio, May 15, 1891

within its pages. Some volumes included "Our Youth" columns, while
others seemed instead to offer advice
to the older generation, as in a 1928
article on the teaching of behaviorist
psychology entitled "Is Anything Horrible Enough to Arouse Parents?"
and a 1948 piece on "Teaching Our
Children the Facts of Life."
In the early twentieth century,
columns such as "Health and Home"
(a page of family advice), "Temperance," and "The United Zion's Children Department" (acknowledging
a separated sister group), all appeared briefly.
Information from a wider world

An important aspect of the Vistor's helping each member to feel a
part of the church was publishing
articles and information about the
world beyond the church. It was
valuable, the Visitor seemed to say,
for members of the church to know
about current events. In subtle ways,
the paper also seemed to suggest that
the editor was in a position to judge
for the readers how they should view
those events. During the first ten
years of p u b l i c a t i o n , a c o l u m n
headed "Our Times" appeared, with
items gleaned f r o m the editor's reading. This effort must have been too
time-consuming, however, for thereafter such items appeared infrequently until the 1950s, when the Visitor
began tapping into the Evangelical
Press Service (EPS) and Mennonite
Central Committee news service.
Some world issues elicited a great
deal of attention, such as reports on
the persecution of Armenian Christians in Turkey and developments in
4

Palestine before the founding of the
State of Israel. On the other hand,
the impact of two world wars was
reflected less forcefully than might
have been expected. A 1918 article
criticized "preachers who offer salvation to boys who go to war"; in
1938 a news flash reported on the
arrest in Germany of Pastor Martin
Niemoller, leader of the confessing
church which opposed the Nazi
regime in that country. Relief and
Service News reflected on the Second
World War f r o m the perspective of
those involved in the post-war M C C
effort.
In the late 1940s, articles by missionaries in India attempted to explain the independence struggle and
the significance of the assassination
of Mahatma Gandhi. An update on
the church in Russia prepared by
Bob Pierce, then head of World
Vision, appeared n 1958. Ten years
later, the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King was noted in an editorial and a report on the ensuing
vandalization of the Chicago mission. In the 1950s the Visitor began
publishing an annual E P S summary
of the events of the year just past.
Yet the overall tone of Visitor reporting of current events remained one
of distance.
Speaking to social issues

Women as well as men were always
active contributors to the Visitor. In
fact, in the early years, w o m e n
seemed to feel a strong sense of call
to participate in writing for the
paper, where they found perhaps
more room for themselves than in
some other aspects of church life.

One outstanding woman who contributed regularly to the Visitor
throughout the first fifty years was
Sarah McTaggart, an Ontario resident whom the editor profiled in the
paper's jubilee edition. In subsequent
years fewer women seemed to respond spontaneously to a call to
write for the Visitor. Only as missionaries was the contribution of
women consistent throughout the
entire 100 years. Recently some
women have written f r o m roles in
the professions.
On many social issues, the Visitor
was fully involved in the effort to
speak to the world that jostled and
seemed at times to threaten the
Brethren in Christ. Marriage and
sexuality were matters which filled
columns throughout the paper's first
century. In the beginning, articles
called for traditional understandings
of scriptural teachings on marriage.
One early article sharply condemned
"companionate" marriage, evidently
the term then current for living
together outside of legal marriage.
The issue continued to receive attention, as demonstrated by a 1958 protest against advertising entitled: "We
Have Sex Education! Take a Good
Look at It," and later by a piece on
teenage marriages. A series of articles in 1983 offered counsel on various aspects of marriage, including
within the series a focus on the life of
single persons. A 1978 article titled
"Divorce is not a time for sermons"
reflected that perhaps experience had
changed the Brethren in Christ unwillingness to countenance the breakup of marriages. Also in recent
years, articles have appeared offerEvangelical Visitor

WELLAND MISSION
REPORT
. . . On December 31st we had a very interesting watch night meeting. Not so very many
in number yet we had the promise fulfilled, "That where two or three meet together in my
name there will I be in their midst." The service commenced about 8:30p.m. and continued
until 1:30 a.m. without any preaching. The time was well spent in song and prayer, also each
present, reading a promise from the "Bread of Life Box," with a few appropriate remarks,
then a second testimony was urgedfrom those not enjoying victory until several opened up
and confessed their need of victory in their lives and made their way to the altar for definite
help. At the mid-night hour, as the old year passed out and the new year came in, six
precious souls were bowing at the altar and pouring out their hearts to God.
February 3, 1930

ing perspectives on the church and
the homosexual.
It sometimes seems as if Visitor
writers were mostly engaged in taking negative positions on social
issues. However, within such an overall stance, the Visitor f r o m time to
time included questions and insights
which encouraged openness. In an
1898 article on "Usury," the writer
c o m m e n t e d : "If (a f a r m e r ) were
allowed, instead of having to pay
usury to his brother, to pay on the
principal, this would bring us more
on line of the Apostles after they
received the baptism of the Holy
Ghost." A writer in favor of education noted in 1918: "If anyone, who
has been going to school for some
time, makes a mistake there are
plenty who are ready to say: 'I told
you so. That is what education does.'
But is that fair? And in 1938 an editorial pointed out that "as Christians, we should perhaps take note
that race prejudice is neither inherited nor inborn. It must be taught
and cultivated. . . ."
The traditional church teaching
on non-resistance appears to be
under-represented on Visitor pages
throughout its first century. One
writer during the First World War
spoke of a personal dream: "I thought
what a blessed riddance to the old
world was the destruction of all this
war equipment by sending it back
f r o m whence it first came, and that
love should rule in place of force."
However, there seemed to be few
articles laying out the biblical basis
for peace as the chosen Brethren in
Christ way of life. In recent years the
Visitor has frequently turned to
August 1987 5

M C C to keep peace issues alive, as
evidenced by the reprinting of a 1948
position statement to the U.S. Senate
regarding Christian conscience
against war and, twenty years later,
by the reprinting of an M C C telegram to President Johnson regarding the U.S. bombing of Vietnam.
Evangelism and holiness

Central to being part of the Brethren in Christ, according to the Visitor, was personal spiritual experience and a commitment to evangelism. In the early "newsletter" years,
many writers evidently regarded the
periodical as a straightforward extension of their meetings for worship.
Printed testimonies often began with
disclaimers: "I have for quite a long
while been impressed to write for the
Visitor . . . but have held myself at
the thought that there was nothing
in (my experience) that was worth
while publishing." An early article
carried a full-fledged evangelistic plea
to the reader: "Dear one, have you
found this rest? Are you at peace
with God? . . . If you are one of
the weary and heavy laden, will you
not come to Him and find sweet
rest?"
In later years, Visitor writing became less personal, but the concern
for personal experience and evangelism was maintained. Articles explained how the sinner could accept
Christ, the joy of the surrendered
life, the power of the blood of Jesus,
the personal responsibility to evangelize, and the close links between
revival and the growth of the church.
Perhaps most central among personal spiritual matters, and most

I

significant to the church as a whole,
was the teaching on holiness. While
other aspects of spiritual life have
taken on new names to match the
times, "holiness" as a label for an
inner experience desired by church
members can be found f r o m the
beginning of Visitor writing to the
present. Article titles have included
"The Way of Holiness" (1888), "The
Baptism of J o h n and of the Holy
Spirit" (1918), "The Spread of Scriptural Holiness" (1938), "Obtaining
and Maintaining the Experience of
Holiness" (1958), and "Holiness: to
the Ends of the Earth" (1983). An
additional indication of the centrality of holiness teaching is the degree
to which other holiness journals
such as Herald of Holiness, Holiness
Review, Holiness Advocate and Holiness Mission Journal have been excerpted in the Visitor's pages.
Reporting on General Conference

Since ties between the Visitor and
the General Conference have always
been strong, what it means to be part
of the Brethren in Christ has always
been portrayed in the paper's pages
as knowing something about Conference. Here, however, a dramatic
shift is evident in the interpretation
of Conference's meaning for the
average reader. In the early years,
the periodical was full of information leading up to each conference:
notices of where it was to be held,
announcements of the best rail connections and of special fares for travelling groups, and a steady patter of
interaction on the issues to be discussed at the meeting. Early issues of
the Visitor actually carried affirma-

1887-1987

Inasmuch as Bro. and Sr. Harvey Lady, who have for some time been active helpers at
the Grantham Orphanage, are about leaving there, pursuant for the work of Foreign
Missions, which work they expect to take up in South Africa in the near future, and being in
the east the F.M.B. (Foreign Mission Board) advised them to visit the eastern districts, and
as many others as they may see fit, so that the rush and hurry, which so often precedes the
sailing of the missionaries may, at least to some extent, be avoided.
We beg for them kind recognition and hearty co-operation, in open doors for missionary
meetings, and generous financial helpfulness.
Sister Edith Haldeman of Hope, Kansas, is also engaged in this work at present,
somewhere in the west and we bespeak for her the same liberty and regard.
J. R. Zook, Chairman
C. N. Hostetter, Sec'y; Nov. 19, 1917

tions of its own existence before the
Conference which gave the approval
for long-term publication after the
trial period. In another instance, the
issues of whether the new church
hymnal should have round or shaped
notes continued to be discussed in
the paper even after Conference had
decided on shaped notes. In later
yeas, the business of General Conference was given less attention. Instead, the role of Conference as an
agent of inspiration was reflected by
printing the Conference Sermon,
and even more recently the additional theme sermons. Reports on
General Conference were developed
around photographs, building an
image of the church as people who
p r a y e d , w o r s h i p p e d a n d visited
together.
A voice for missions

As one surveys 100 years of Visitor publication, perhaps the strongest impression is that belonging to
the church meant caring about missions. Throughout its first ten years,
the paper published many pleas for
missionary volunteers, funds to support them, and methods of organization which would make their work
m o r e effective. The first editors
sought to motivate and inform readers by reprinting articles f r o m other
periodicals which described mission
work already in progress around the
world. Lengthy reports by persons
commissioned by Conference to explore mission possibilities filled many
early pages. And when Brethren in
Christ people actually travelled as
missionaries to other parts of the
world, their letters home were quoted
at length.
6

During the early years, little distinction was made between mission
in areas in North America where
Brethren in Christ evangelists travelled and the rest of the world,
although some of the debate over a
mission p r o g r a m asked why the
church should attempt to work overseas when there was still so much to
do at home. But by the first decade
of the twentieth century, a severalpage section was labeled "News of
Church Activities in the Home and
Foreign Fields." Later, a missionary
supplement was included quarterly
within the larger periodical for many
years. Recently, when the church's
mission administration began publishing its own magazine, the Visitor
discontinued such supplements and
the listing of mission and service personnel. Nevertheless it continued to
print a great deal of mission-related
news, often focusing on the human
interest side of missionary life and
work.
The mission focus of the Visitor
was clearly designed to encourage
reader participation. Early reports
almost always included specific names
and problems about which readers
could pray. It was also c o m m o n for
readers to come to the Visitor with
personal pleas for mission needs.
Wrote one: "I wish we could show
our interest in the (Jabbok, Oklahoma, Faith Orphanage) and make
up a donation large enough to pay
for a good, covered, large spring
wagon for them, where the smaller
children, at least, could be made
comfortable to be taken to where
they are taught the word and will of
God."
The people among whom Brethren

in Christ mission work was conducted were brought into the fellowship circle to a certain extent. From
the earliest days, Visitor mission
reporting included introductions of
Zambians, Zimbabweans and Indians by name and personal story. As
overseas churches began to grow,
reports of their activities were given
large place in Visitor pages. Over the
years an occasional article f r o m an
African, Asian, or Latin sister or
brother appeared, and recent articles
carried such author bylines as Pearson Mweetwa and Yukiko Yamamoto. Nevertheless, Visitor mission
articles have been for the most part
about rather than for or from members of the church in other parts of
the world, indicating that the periodical's sense of identity is still clearly
North American.
In conclusion

The meaning of being part of the
Brethren in Christ has changed over
100 years. As at its inception, throughout its history the Visitor has at
times led that process of change. At
other times it has reflected movement within the church, or even
sought to stem the tide of change.
During the Visitor's first century,
the magazine has not always encouraged the participation of every group
within the church. Occasionally its
gestures toward some have been
uncertain or unsustained. In seeking
a path for the next century, the Visitor can do no better than continue
its steps toward becoming a periodical defined by the fullest participation of all those who have reason to
subscribe.

•

Evangelical Visitor

I

Of editors
and the Visitor
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by E. Morris Sider

What can be more appropriate
during the one hundredth year of the
Evangelical Visitor than to remember
the persons who were its editors?
Their pens have helped in a very
significant way to give shape to who
we were and continue to be. This
article very briefly surveys the life
and contributions of our editors,
and in so doing, pays tribute to their
labors in our behalf.
Our first editor was Henry Davidson. Born in Pennsylvania in 1823,
he was ordained
a minister at the
age of twentythree and was
elected a bishop
shortly after
moving to Central Ohio with
his young family in 1852. As
his reputation
in the church grew, he came to serve
frequently as moderator or assistant
moderator of General Conference.
He was a member of the Foreign
Mission Board when his daughter
Frances joined the first group of
Brethren in Christ missionaries to
Africa in 1897.
Davidson was among the first and
E. Morris Sider is archivist for the Brethren
in Christ Church, and author of some ten
books on Brethren in Christ history.
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most insistent of those who already
in the 1870s had begun to call for a
church paper. He was a member of
the committee eventually assigned
by General Conference to launch the
paper. Not surprisingly, when the
Evangelical Visitor began publication in 1887, he became its first
editor.
Davidson qualified to be editor
for various reasons. Above all, he
was a well-known and trusted elder
statesman in the church. While he
had no education beyond elementary
school, he was an avid reader of a
wide range of literature and thus
impressively self-educated. What he
lacked at first in editorial expertise
was supplied in part by the assistance
of his brilliant daughter Frances
who, just as the paper was being
launched in Davidson's home in
Michigan, was completing her M. A.
degree at nearby Kalamazoo College.
Davidson had argued that the
church needed a paper to tie the
tered Brethren in Christ groups and
individuals together. As editor, he
acted on his own a r g u m e n t by
encouraging reports and articles from
various parts of the church (Canadians were among the most frequent
contributors in those days). He also
determined to be even-handed in his
treatment of subjects. "While we
shall select with care," he wrote in

the first issue, "we shall feel it our
duty to decide fearlessly and impartially, what to publish and what
not to publish," a declaration, as it
turned out, that was a little too bold.
Eventually he had to deal with the
crucial and obvious question of
whether the editor leads or merely
reflects and defends the church and
its institutions. His instinct was to
lead, but when he did so, as for
example in faith healing, he inevitably ran into strong opposition from
those who held opposing views. This
led him, in one of his last editorials,
to ponder whether the church might
be better served by a paper that was
not so closely governed by the
denomination.
Davidson discovered that it was
one thing to begin a paper, another
to keep it financially afloat. In an
attempt to do the latter, he moved
the editorial office to Abilene,
Kansas, to be with an enthusiastic
and larger group of Brethren in
Christ. He also carried advertisements in a few issues, but some
brethren made so much trouble over
what they considered crude commercialism in a church paper that
eventually Davidson was replaced in
1896.
His successor was Henry N. Engle,
f r o m the Abilene area. Engle offered

We will publish in this issue another article on the early history of the Sabbath School,
which we don't doubt will be interesting to the friends of the Sabbath School, and probably
to a large number of readers of the Visitor. But we think that with this we should for the
present at least drop the subject and take up something else that will be more satisfactory to
the general reader and we do hope that our correspondents will not forget that this is a very
important time to supply the readers of the Visitor with choice reading matter. Please
respond. Some of our best writers have written so little of late. Remember the work we are
engaged in does need our best efforts all the time, and there is no cessation. We have a
critical class of readers to supply and sometimes we feel discouraged with the work. Will you
not aid us all you can?
Editorial note, June 15, 1892

to serve without salary, an offer that
undoubtedly was an important consideration in his
appointment.
Also of consideration must
have been his
contributions
over the years
to the paper:
f r o m 1887 to
his a p p o i n t ment, 60 of his articles were published in the Evangelical Visitor.
As his predecessor had done, Engle
used the paper to promote missions.
It is surely no accident that the first
missionaries to foreign countries went
out during the years of his editorship. The paper also became more
holiness-oriented, reflecting the rise
of the holiness doctrine in the Kansas church at that time.
But increasingly Engle was observed to take a non-traditional Brethren in Christ stance. "We confess
that we are not very churchy," he
once wrote, and in another editorial decried church restrictions that caused
members to rebel. He was, in fact,
increasingly being drawn into Russelism (later called J e h o v a h ' s Witnesses), which eventually led to his
dismissal as editor in 1899. Later he
would be one of those influential in
leading Dwight D. Eisenhower's
mother to become a Jehovah's Witness.
In this crisis, Samuel Zook agreed
to serve temporarily as editor. He,
too, lived in Kansas, was one of the
bishops in the Abilene area, and was
well-known in the church as an out8

standing evangelist—just the kind of
man to maintain people's faith in the
Evangelical
Visitor.
But
Zook was so
much the active
evangelist that
he was seldom
at home to give
adequate attention to the editorship. For
this reason, George Detwiler was
brought from Canada to serve first
as office manager, then also as an
associate editor, and finally, in 1900,
as editor.
Detwiler, originally a Mennonite,
h a d become Brethren in Christ
through marriage. Moving from his
home near the Rosebank church in
Waterloo County to near Fort Erie,
he became one of the ministers in the
local Bertie congregation, and helped
to organize the first Brethren in
Christ Sunday schools in Canada.
By 1900 he was widely known as an
evangelist throughout the church
and had twice served as secretary of
General Conference. And, like Henry
Engle, he was well-known for his
articles in the Evangelical Visitor (in
1890, after an article f r o m him had
not appeared for several issues, someone with the curious pseudonym of
Marcus Marx wrote to Editor Davidson to ask what had happened to
one of his favorite authors).
Over the years of his editorship,
Detwiler, a former schoolteacher,
worked hard to raise the level of
writing for the paper, on several
occasions giving instructions in the

Evangelical
Visitor to would-be
authors. He once reported how a
writer excused his poor style by say111
- •
ing that when
he writes he
f
i
"gets so filled
3
with the spirit
t h a t it r u n s
away with him."
Detwiler pointed o u t , " W e
spell the word
spirit with a
small s because we question whether
it is the Holy Spirit that does such
work." He tried to reduce plagiarism
(which was undoubtedly committed
in ignorance), and insisted that
authors sign their articles.
In his own writing—mainly editorials—Detwiler dealt with a wide
range of issues: social, health, peace,
sports, tithing, the church's relationship to other Christian groups, missions, education, and much more.
This wide range of subject matter,
on which he wrote knowledgeably,
reveals a man who read widely and
thought carefully, and who wanted
his fellow churchmembers to do the
same.
Like Davidson, Detwiler attempted to be even-handed in his treatment of subjects. But in so doing he
sometimes ran into strong opposition. This was especially true of his
handling of the subject of sanctification, which at this time was one of
the most warmly debated issues in
the church. Detwiler insisted on providing views on both sides of the
question, indeed soliciting responses
f r o m both sides. But the movement
in those years was so strongly toward
Evangelical Visitor

Bishop Weaver's tract on pride has appeared a number of times in the Visitor columns,
but not recently. An aged sister suggests that it be printed again. We wish we knew whether
there is a sufficiently large sentiment favorable to its re-appearance among our readers to
warrant us to print it again. How may we know? Will there be an expression from our
readers that will point the way? Lit us see.
^
^ ^ 27> ]9]7
In the Messiah Orphanage report in our last issue the types went wrong and made the
Cross Roads harvest meeting offering, $8.80 when it should have been $88.00. It sometimes
makes quite a difference as to where the punctuation mark is placed.
We wish to state again that from now on all new subscriptions paid for at the $1.25 rate
will be credited to Jan. 1919 "1.19" on the address label. Several hundred new subscribers
are wished for and needed.
Editorial notes, September 10, 1917

holiness as a second-work of grace
that eventually (in 1918) Detwiler
was relieved of the editorship in
favor of a man who stood unequivocally in that tradition.
The new editor, Vernon L. Stump,
was then only thirty-two years of
age. He had by
this time, however, a l r e a d y
gained a churchwide r e p u t a tion. He had
s e r v e d as a
pastor at the
Chicago Miss i o n a n d in
Michigan, had become a popular
evangelist (his charismatic personality and flair for oratory heightened
his appeal), and shortly before becoming editor had been made secretary to the H o m e Mission Board.
His dramatic rise in the denomination, his vigorous advocacy of the
holiness position, and his close friendship with Publication Board chairman Orville B. Ulery, made his
choice, at least seen in hindsight, virtually inevitable.
Under Stump's editorship, as could
be expected, the Evangelical Visitor
became an organ for promoting
holiness (in contrast to Detwiler,
Stump did not use articles holding
the opposite position). Stump was
not apologetic for this stance. In his
editorial for the last issue of 1940, he
maintained that the Evangelical Visitor "is here to defend the institutions
of the church and to maintain the
tone of Biblical exposition that will
stand the test of Scripture," both of
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which, he would have maintained,
applied to the doctrine of holiness.
But other long-range results followed Stump's appointment as editor. In 1903 the editorial office had
gone with George Detwiler to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Stump's home
was in Nappanee, Indiana, to where
the office was now relocated and
where it has remained. Relatedly, for
one of Stump's active nature, it was
inconvenient to edit the paper in
Indiana but continue to print it far
away in Pennsylvania. So Stump
and the Publication Board arranged
for the local newspaper in Nappanee
to print the paper; later they leased
the newspaper's office and bought its
presses. Fortunately Stump had a
mechanical turn of mind; according
to stories coming out of Nappanee,
S t u m p would himself repair the
presses when they broke down, if his
employees were unable to do so
themselves.
D u r i n g a f o u r - y e a r b r e a k in
S t u m p ' s editorship (1923-1927),
O. B. U l e r y
served as editor. In addition
to being Publication Board
c h a i r m a n (a
position he resigned when he
became editor),
he was bishop
of the Clark County District in
Ohio, was a widely traveled evangelist in the church, and from 1928 to
1943 was General Conference secretary.
While Ulery was editor, the pres-

ent site of Evangel Press was bought
and a building constructed which
became part of the present structure.
Ulery's editorship appears to have
been a sort of holding action until
Stump's return in 1927. The paper
does not appear to have changed in
any essential way, undoubtedly in
p a r t because S t u m p a n d Ulery
thought very much alike.
In 1943, Stump suddenly died. He
was followed as editor by Jesse W.
Hoover, originally f r o m the
Fairview and
Highland congregations in
Ohio. Hoover
was one of the
relatively few
B r e t h r e n in
Christ at that
time with a college education (he
took three years of college at Messiah College and one at Wheaton
College, f r o m which he graduated).
In the 1930s he began to establish a
reputation as an evangelist (he was
especially popular in Canada), and
in 1939 was placed in charge of the
Philadelphia Mission. There at the
outbreak of the war, he was strategically located to be the liaison for the
Brethren in Christ with the Mennonite Central Committee (he later
served as secretary of its Peace Section). He was sent to France in 1941
to acquaint himself with relief activities, and on his return shortly before
the outbreak of the war, travelled
throughout the Brethren in Christ
and Mennonite constituencies in the
promotion of relief work.

It is with pleasure that we note an ever increasing number of manuscripts being sent in
typewritten form . . . . We note, however, that quite a number of the brethren have the
"Hunt and Peck" system of typing, and misspell quite a few words, also a few typewriters
have the type so badly filled that it is next to impossible to make out what the letters are.
Some of these manuscripts too are single spaced and we have quite a job to correct them
properly. An old tooth brush and a few spoonfuls of wood alcohol will put the type on your
typewriter in fairly good condition and will certainly cause an improvement satisfying to
yourself and greatly appreciated by us. We would not, however, discourage those brethren
who do not have typewriters as a manuscript well written in ink and not crowded is very
easily handled.
Editorial note, February 3, 1930
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Highly visible, articulate, and educated, Hoover was a likely candidate
as editor. He brought to the Evangelical Visitor a good editorial pen.
His editorials and choice of articles
reveal an overriding concern for a
proper understanding of the historic
peace position of the church (the
same concern that led to the formation of a committee, of which he was
a member, to prepare doctrinal literature for young people, and which
published a Manual for
Christian
Youth, which he edited).
This concern for indoctrination is
nicely caught in an editorial entitled
"Faithful Indoctrination," in which
he maintained that not only has the
Brethren in Christ not given the
world a good understanding of who
we are, it has not given a good
understanding to its own people,
especially to its youth. Many pages
of the Evangelical Visitor during his
years as editor were dedicated to
instruction, particularly to teaching
on peace and nonresistance.
Hoover understood the strategic
position he held in this undertaking.
As editor, he held, as others had
before him, a continuing office, in a
way that only the church college
presidents approached. Thus as editor he considered that he had a mandate to make continued use of the
paper to promote a proper understanding of the church's history and
life.
J o h n Hostetter became editor in
1947. As a Hostetter, he had roots
deep in the church. He had begun a
twenty-five year pastorate at Clarence Center, New York, in 1929, had
10

served for thirteen years on the Education Board, and had been a member of such committees in the 1940s
as the Industrial Relations Committee and the Committee on Indoctrination. He had
begun to serve
a term on the
Publication
Board the year
before he began his editorship. He ended
a three-year
presidency of
Ontario Bible School (now Niagara
Christian College) when called to the
editor's chair.

tion which seemed to be illustrated
by his 1950 General Conference
sermon). But as editor he moderated
his position in his editorials and
choice of articles in order to nudge
rather than push. "What I tried to
do," he has recently said, "was to get
at the core of Brethren in Christ
principles, and to promote principles rather than the forms these
principles took." While this was too
moderate an editorial position for
some, it was too radical for others.
However, it had the effect, parallel
to other actions in the church, of
helping to keep the large majority of
members moving together.

Until 1962, Hostetter had the able
and genial assistance of Ray Zercher
who, as office editor, was responsible for graphics and editing the final
copy. Together the two brought a
brighter look to the paper through
the use of some color, illustrations
(including more frequent use of photographs), and contemporary graphics (not without criticism from some
readers who longed for the earlier
format of the paper). Hostetter also
further departmentalized the paper,
and helped to place it on a sounder
financial basis t h r o u g h careful budgeting and increasing subscriptions.
Perhaps the greatest service that
Hostetter performed as editor was to
make the Evangelical Visitor a vehicle by which to help carry the church
through the rapid and significant
transition that occurred during the
years of his editorship. Hostetter's
inclinations were to push the church
ahead in this transition (an inclina-

John Zercher followed John Hostetter when the latter became bishop
of the Central
Conference in
1967. Zercher
had a background in business (including
a p e r i o d as
manager of the
Millersville
State College
bookstore) and in the pastorate (of
the Pequea congregation in Pennsylvania). He had been placed on the
Publication Board in 1952; in 1958
he became manager of Evangel Press,
and from there editor of the paper.
As editor, Zercher made some
changes in the Evangelical
Visitor,
although none of them were of a
radical nature. The change to offset
printing meant that Zercher had
greater flexibility in the use of color
and types of paper, which he used to
advantage. He introduced a letterEvangelical Visitor

We are not going to be able to meet the crisis of the present day by thinking of the
situation as o f f i f t y years or one hundred years ago. We are going to have to face the issue as
of our day . . . .
Most of our modern thinking seems to be characterized by groping without any standards
of evaluation. We are tempted to discard the old landmarks. This is a time when we need to
have a new appreciation for some of the old established values which have been determined
by time. Yet the application of those principles need to be re-thought courageously and
clearly for our new world.
Editorial, November 4, 1946

to-the-editor column, and did not
hesitate to print controversial articles; the stimulation f r o m both, he
thought, would be good for the
readership. He began a "Between
Brethren" section (usually carried on
the back cover) on issues of particular concern to the Brethren in Christ
community.
Zercher's editorial policies are
clear. He attempted to maintain a
balance between doctrinal and devotional articles. He tried to include
material that reflected the various
elements of the church's heritage,
but, as he sometimes said in defense,
he was hampered in carrying out this
policy by an abundance of writing
on Anabaptist subjects and a scarcity on Wesleyan and Pietist topics.
His editorials quickly became the
most distinctive feature of his work.
Many persons have observed that
the editorial was the first item they
read on receiving the paper. The editorials will undoubtedly stand as one
of his m a j o r contributions to the
Brethren in Christ Church. They are
wide ranging, no subject of concern
to the denomination remaining untreated. The editorials show that
Zercher not only recognized the important issues, but had also an accurate sense of the denomination's
position on them. Although not
always agreeing with the church's
position, he did not allow his own
opinions and sympathies to prevent
him f r o m understanding and relating points of view which he did not
hold with enthusiasm. In 1980 many
of the editorials were published in a
v o l u m e entitled Lantern
in the
Dawn.
August 1987

While editor, Zercher became increasingly involved in the life of the
church—as United States treasurer
of the denomination and as a member of the various boards (Board of
Administration, Board for Schools
and Colleges, and Board of Trustees
of Messiah College). He led in organizing the Jacob Engle Foundation and served on its Board of
Directors, and was an active member
of a committee charged with overseeing ministerial training. To recount
the various ways in which he served
the church is to recall the great loss
the denomination sustained at his
sudden death f r o m a heart attack in
1979.
Glen Pierce, the current editor,
grew up in the Dallas Center, Iowa,
congregation,
and did Voluntary Service
work at the Life
Line Mission in
San Francisco.
He a t t e n d e d
Messiah College, f r o m
which he graduated in 1970, then received a master's degree f r o m Temple University.
For nearly ten years he was on the
staff of the Board for Missions, first
in information services, then later
with the board's urban ministries
and home ministries office, which
included working with bishops in
mission and extension church activities. From this office he was called to
become editor of the Visitor in the
summer of 1980.
As many of his predecessors, he

has the goal of the magazine serving
as a forum for the various elements
and geographical areas of the denomination. One of his major aims
is to create a climate that encourages
people to read the paper and to
respond to what they read. His use
of color and graphics is one way in
which he invites, as it were, a broad
spectrum of people into the columns.
In recognition of the significant
role of the editor in the life of the
church, the current editor now sits
with such denominational bodies as
the Board of Administration and the
Council on Ministry and Mission.
In this survey of Evangelical Visitor editors, several themes appear.
First, the editors have all been strong
churchmen. The church placed into
the position those who were trusted,
those who could write and edit
authoritatively out of their knowledge of the denomination. Second,
in general, the editors sooner or later
came to feel (and some to express)
the tension that exists between following a policy of attempting to use
the editorial office to help lead the
church and a policy of reflecting and
defending the life and institutions of
the church. The tension undoubtedly is natural to the office. Third,
the quality of Evangelical
Visitor
editors, especially in terms of church
loyalty and leadership, has been high
in light of the very small size of the
denomination. If the next one hundred years produces the same high
level of editorship as has the past one
hundred years, the Evangelical Visitor and the Brethren in Christ
Church will be fortunate indeed. •
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Old city of Jerusalem

Our
obligation
to the past
by Elbert N. Smith

In a town in Europe there existed
this custom. When anyone passed a
certain blank wall of the cathedral,
they would bow in prayer. No one
knew exactly why, except that their
fathers and grandfathers had done it
for centuries. Then one day the painters began to prepare the wall for
refinishing. After clearing away layers of paint, they discovered the reason for this unusual tradition. There,
under layers of paint, they beheld a
beautiful picture of Mary, the mother
of Jesus. Now they could see the
cause for a force which had ruled
their people for many years.
D o you recognize this tremendous force which custom holds? We
must admit there are binding fetters
which we must reckon with over and
over again. And when properly used,
this can be a marvelous power for
good. But how shall we harness this
power for the greatest usefulness?
First, if the past is to be of any
value, we must understand it. Today
you and I recognize the blessing in
observing the ordinance of feet washReprinted

from

the October

15, 1951,

Evangelical Visitor. At that time, Elbert was
a newly-ordained minister serving with Rev.
R. H. Wenger in the Carlisle (Pa.) Brethren
in Christ Church. Since then Elbertpastored
in Pennsylvania and California. This summer
he began a new assignment, Brethren in
Christ field representative for
Mennonite
Mutual Aid in the central Pennsylvania area,
having completed six and a half years as
senior pastor of (you guessed it) the Carlisle
congregation.
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ing. Yet many say, "Why such a
practice?" And some even scoff at it
as vulgar and low caste, with little
value for us today. And they are
right. It has no value today, unless it
is understood in its native setting. In
the time of our Lord, washing feet
was vital, since sandals were the
footwear fashion. Dirty and bruised
feet were thoroughly refreshed as a
servant waited on them. Yes, this
was the task of the servant. And by
applying its lesson, Jesus politely set
the standard of rank among Christians. "Who shall be greatest?' The
person who is willing to serve—he is
the greatest. Ah, but today do we
recognize this practice as my pledge
to you to do even the lowliest task,
the smallest service which will be for
your joy and comfort? And do we
put this pledge into action?
And do we try to understand the
setting of Deut. 22:5? Does it say,
"Women shall not wear clothing
styled similar to that of men?" or
"that which belongs to and is worn
by m e n ? ' If the former is true, then
this Scripture is in direct contradiction with the established custom of
that day. For in Eastern coutries, in
the past and even to the present day,
both men and women wear flowing
robes somewhat similar in style. . . .
The Pharisee is a classic example
of the man who closes his eyes to the
meaning and spirit of custom. See
him pray with artificial exactness.
See him give with deceiving generos-

ity. See him live in empty purity, free
f r o m the care of normal life. But
notice too how he cares not for the
penniless widow. No, he is within his
lawful rights to rob her of her home.
He can lawfully put away his wife,
and mistreat his servants. He lives
exactly a c c o r d i n g to t r a d i t i o n s ,
but . . .! Is it not evident that the
individual, church, or country that
ignores an understanding of the past
is doomed to live in a ridiculous and
meaningless present? We need to
understand more than the tradition—we must be guided by its
spirit.
But mere understanding of the
past is not enough; we must take its
strength and build upon it. See the
new church buildings rising throughout our land. How are they growing?
One stone is bound to another, each
building upon previous stones. Not
scatter-brained, not disjointed, but
following orderly principles. If this is
true in the physical realm, it is even
more necessary in the spiritual and
religious life. May I suggest several
of these strong principles which have
played a major role in our church,
and which should continue to be a
force.
The men who founded our church—
Jacob Engle, Hans Engle, Christian
Rupp, etc.—were not ignorant, untrained men. They were masters in
their day, outstanding in wisdom.
These men brought our church into
being in the atmosphere of prayer
Evangelical Visitor

and earnest Bible study. They thrilled
to meet each evening and diligently
search God's Word. This has had a
marked influence even to the present. Our ministers, our people have
loved God's Word, memorized and
taught it faithfully. And we today, if
we are to build on their foundation,
must become masters using every
available means to know and understand God's Word better.
Another of these vital principles is
a simplicity of faith. We actually
believe in the miraculous power of
prayer. We rest our salvation on
faith in Jesus Christ. Through trust
in God we expect victory over sin
and the power of Satan. This simple
faith gives God the honor and glory
for all the blessings of life. This is the
[difference] between the cold, intellectual knowledge of God, and the
glorious reality of his living presence
in our hearts and lives. When I
pointed this out recently to a hitchhiker (a pre-theological student, mind
you), his mouth dropped open. "You
mean the Bible really says that?" he
asked. "Well, I've never heard that
before. I always thought God would
be satisfied if you did what was
right." And his position isn't entirely
unique. Many churches have sold
out to a gospel of good works despite the Apostle Paul's blunt explanation, "not of works, lest any man
should boast." Simplicity of faith is
not only the backbone of Christianity; it is the secret behind the power
of the gospel. It is Christianity itself.
And as such, it is the only hope for
our world today. We as a church will
do well to build on this "faith of our
fathers."
A third principle is our friendly
attitude. It has caused many to follow after and join with us. Our services are characteristic of a family
reunion. The spirit of helpfulness
and concern one for another has
added a warmth to the entire program of the church. Even our most
i m p o r t a n t business session—the
General Conference—is pervaded
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and overflowed with friendliness and
goodwill, perhaps to extremes at
times. But this is a vital factor in
church growth, and more so, since
Jesus designated to it the position of
second among all commandments.
Other qualities perhaps should be
stressed, and you may do well to list
them. These are merely used to point
out that the church which is going to
be a dynamic force today must build
upon the strength of yesterday.

W e can make the
lessons of the past
serve the present
day, and thereby
build a better
tomorrow.
Yet, as important as the past is to
us, there rises above it a note of
warning. You and I may over-exalt
the past unless we are careful. Its
true value is proportioned to its usefulness to the present and the future. Let me contrast it thus. The
victim of amnesia has thrown off the
past—its habits and its lessons. He
wanders aimlessly, a pathetic sight.
He must be helped to his home,
helped with routine habits. He has
lost his mooring. He has lost the past
completely. On the other hand there
is the inmate of the asylum. He cannot stand change. He lives in the
days of his childhood. He must perf o r m each routine duty just as he did
yesterday. Remove one familiar object and he becomes distraught and
violent. Unable to adjust to a changing world, he is helplessly bound by
the past.
Then, somewhere in between these
two extremes, you and I seek to
guide our steps. If we rebel against
the traditions of the past and throw
them off promiscuously, we are fools.

I

But if we cling to these customs,
worship and idolize them just because they are a part of the past, then
we are little better. Where shall we
find a pattern?
Dare I suggest that the example of
Jesus ought to be our guide? Notice
how he scored the Pharisees for their
strict adherence to the past. See him
as he dares to break with worn-out
customs regarding the Sabbath, or
unsanitary traditions connected with
cleansing. See him revitalize worship
traditions, racial traditions, and all
the values of life. Said he, " M a n was
not made for the sabbath" (laws and
traditions are not of supreme importance, that man shall be hog-tied by
them). No! These are made to assist
man. When they fail in their service,
they shall be done away. "I am not
come to destroy these laws, but to
fulfill them" (to pour new meaning
into them). I am come to show the
true spirit and meaning of life and
the deeds that fill it.
Methinks I see our church founders stepping f r o m the past into your
congregation and mine. Raising their
hands in horror, they cry, "Are you
bound to the past, and ignoring the
real need of today? You are destroying the very basis of the church. We
dared to break with the past, away
f r o m all other groups, to found a
church which would put Christ first,
which would meet our need and the
need of our day." And they would
ask us the question, "Why don't you
meet the need of this, your day—
even as Jesus did in his day? Why
don't you teach and live after the
example of Paul when he said, "I am
made all things to all men, that I
might by all means save some."
What is our chief responsibility
today? It is to proclaim a free gospel,
which all men can accept, and which
will save "whosoever believeth." And
our obligation to the past? With
evangelism as our goal, we can make
the lessons of the past serve the present day, and thereby build a better
tomorrow.
•

A dialogue with leaders in children's ministries

The joy of
teaching children
by Sandi Hannigan

Working with children is often
exhausting, frightening, and discouraging. Many times teachers wonder
if they are really "getting through" or
if their lessons are falling upon "deaf
ears."
Frequently the fruit of our labors
with children is not visible until
many years later in life. The important thing is that we are faithful in
sowing the seeds of truth, whether or
not we actually reap the harvest.
Because working with children
may be discouraging, we need to
encourage and motivate one another.
One of the ways we do this is by
"sharing our story," or talking about
our joys and struggles. As we do this,
we realize again and again that our
experiences are not so different f r o m
many others.
In the dialogue which follows, we
"hear the stories f r o m a Sunday
school teacher, a Pioneer Clubs (midweek program coordinator, and a
junior worship leader. No doubt
you'll be able to identify with a
number of their responses. As you
relate to the situations and responses,
it is hoped that you too will find new
encouragement, motivation and joy
in teaching children.

Participants in this dialogue
included
Doris Illman (Waterloo, Ontario), Wilma
Wigg (Kitchener, Ontario), and Pauline M.
Cober (Petersburg, Ontario). Sandi Hannigan, is Associate for Field Services of the
Board for Congregational Life. She and her
husband, Michael, reside in Waterloo, Ontario, where they attend the Westheights Brethren in Christ Church.
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Why do you work with children in
your congregation?
"I enjoy working with children.
Interacting with children, teaching
them, developing personal relationships, watching them grow and seeing them respond are all reasons why
I work with them."
"I love the way they respond. When
you put yourself into your lessons
and prepare yourself well, children
will respond beautifully! And they
do appreciate your efforts."
"Basically, I work with them because I enjoy children. I want to
serve Christ and I feel my gifts are
with children."

What is the most rewarding aspect
of working with children?
"The most rewarding aspect is
their response to what is being taught
and shared—their delight, laughter,
puzzlement, hurt, discouragement.
It is rewarding to be able to meet
their needs."
"I find their honesty and the way
they respond to be the greatest reward."
"So far the most rewarding aspect
is seeing them come regularly and
bring their friends. When they come
to me out of the class setting and
want to be with me to share their
personal experiences, I feel greatly
rewarded."

What is the most discouraging or
difficult aspect?
"It is difficult when children show
no response or a negative response
to a lesson, program idea, or individual."
"Lack of interest from parents
discourages me."
"The most discouraging or difficult part is when the numbers are
down."
Have you ever felt inadequate or
fearful about your responsibility?
"Yes, many times."
"Yes . . . quite often."
"I always feel inadequate, because
technically I am not a teacher. I find
it difficult to think quickly which
allows for easy flow of speech."
How do you manage
classroom
behavior or handle discipline?
"Eye to eye contact is extremely
important. I also take the child in
question aside and explain why certain behaviors are inappropriate.
Also, a well prepared teacher has
fewer discipline problems."
"I have found that the child who is
causing the most problem is very
often a child that is feeling insecure
and unloved. This can come f r o m
the home situation or rejection within
the group. Talking to the child oneon-one and spending time with him
or her alone will often clue you in to
his or her problem."
"At first I was very frustrated.
Having a male help me in the classroom has solved many of my disci-
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pline problems, but that is not always
possible."
What is your relationship
with
parents?
"I help them to feel like an important part of the program. I also feel
that it is important to take an interest in them as individuals."
"It depends on the parents. Some
are supportive and some think it's all
your responsibility. Working at good
relationships and communication is
important."
"Parents are aware of their child's
behavior to a degree and periodically they bring up their behavior. I
am honest with them, but I must also
make them feel that their children
are wanted and loved in spite of their
problems. Otherwise, they probably
would withdraw them from the class."
Do you have any ideasfor strengthening that relationship?
"Good communication, especially
if you have problem children."
"Visiting in the home and seeing
the child in his or her own setting
helps strengthen the relationship."

How do you involve children in
the learning process?
"I use role play, flannelgraph (each
child takes a character) and puppets."
"I try to bring in things f r o m
nature as much as possible and teach
about God through nature. They
enjoy acting out stories and crafts
related to their stories."
What types of activities do the
children respond to?
"They respond to active games,
music, creative handwork, and visual presentations of Bible stories."
"I would say crafts are their number one interest. Recently I had real
live animals in the classroom and
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they enjoyed that a lot. They also
respond well to drama or acting out
the stories. Of course they love out of
classroom activities like nature trails,
MacDonalds, tobogganing, and coming to my house."
How do you get to know the
children?
"I talk to them, listen to them and
take time to show I care about them
as persons."
"One-on-one chats. I try to discover the personal interests of each
one. Taking time to listen helps you
find out who they are and what they
like. If you share yourself with them,
they will love it!"
"I endeavor to get to my class
early and focus on different children
each week. I want to know what has
happened to them and how they are
feeling before I teach my lesson."
What teaching methods have communicated most effectively?
"Visual teaching aids and story
telling."
"Flannelgraphs, continued stories,
and role play."
"Videos, flannelgraph, object lessons, and puppets."
How do you measure
whether
learning has taken place?
"I wish I knew! Sometimes, I ask a
question five minutes after class and
they have forgotten! I used a continued missionary story a few weeks
ago and every one remembered. It
was something that really captured
their attention."

"I measure learning by how they
respond to questions and how they
treat each other."

What do you do to strengthen
your ministry?
"I have attended seminars by the
Board for Congregational Life. They
are excellent."
"I always look for new ideas, read
and pray a lot."
"I have been to many seminars on
teaching children. I read books on
the physical and mental development of children. I pray that I might
be the kind of teacher Christ wants
me to be."
What keeps you going when you
want to give up?
"Knowing that the Lord accepts
me in spite of my mistakes and failures, and continues to love me . . .
that He will give me strength and
encouragement . . . knowing that
others count on me to carry on . . .
being able to forgive myself for having failed in certain areas . . . having realistic expectations of my efforts."
"The need! I ask myself who in
this class may or may not be in Sunday school as an adult because of my
teaching?'
"My desire for them to know
Jesus as Lord. Also, I hope that they
would miss me if I stopped teaching,
because I know that I would really
miss each of them!"
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It is evident that the task of teaching is no easy job. It is an awesome
responsibility to be entrusted with
the lives of impressionable youngsters. It is also a great privilege and
joy to be one step in the process of
introducing them to Christ. Regardless of our years of experience or
amount of training, there will be
times when we experience discouragement and question our ability. It
is at those times that we need to draw
upon the resources of the Master
Teacher, rather than "throwing in
the sponge" with despair! For it is
f r o m Christ that we derive all joy,
whether it be in teaching children or
simply living the Christian life.
•

Financial grants and the
church planting in Dallas, Texas

Starting "from scratch"
by Bob Douglass

Does it take a good deal of money
to plant a church? You bet! It has
taken a good deal more money than
I was originally prepared to spend.
Coming f r o m a pastoral position in
an old established church where
most of the balance on land and
building was nearly paid off and
money came in on a regular basis
through offerings, I was naive about
the cost of starting a church from
scratch.
I have often thought of church
planting like baking a cake from
scratch in a new kitchen. None of the
ingredients are all ready, sitting on
the shelf—you have to go out and
purchase every ingredient in the recipe brand new. But what a sweetsmelling aroma to our Lord.
In all honesty, the Dallas Brethren
in Christ Fellowship church would
barely be in existence if not for the
grant monies provided through Cooperative Ministries. Because of you,
a group of 60 people now meet on a
regular Sunday basis to worship
God and learn how to live for him.
Ten months ago this group didn't
exist. Ten months ago this school
building was silent on Sunday morning. Now it is alive with parents,
children, business people and young
people who have finally found what
they've been looking for—a place to
worship God. Everyone of them says
"thanks" for providing the funds
necessary to get us off the gound.
$$$$$
Let me fill you in on some of the
things your monies have accomplished for us.
Bob Douglass is the pastor
church in Dallas, Texas.
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of the new

One of the biggest expenses has
been rental of a facility. Until June
14 we rented a grade school. We
used the cafeteria as our sanctuary
and the gym for children's classes.
The rent was close to $400 a month.
Expensive? You bet! But necessary.
On June 21 we gathered for Sunday worship in a 2400 square foot
office building. We have a one month
contract to rent this facility with an
option to buy. The building stands
on two and one half acres of land
and will cost us $250,000. Pray with
us as we discover God's will for us
relating to this property purchase.
Another big bill has been outreach—the lifeblood of church planting. We have used several methods
to reach out to the community:
door-to-door visitation, newspaper
advertisements of services and special speakers, 31,000 b r o c h u r e s
mailed across the community, Bible
studies, a radio program, friendship
evangelism, the list goes on. Expen-

Your money is not
just going to
rent buildings—
it's extending the
Brethren in Christ
fellowship of
believers in
Dallas, Texas.

sive? You bet (close to $10,000)! But
our church has touched the lives of
well over 100 people over the last 10
months—65 of whom have stayed
on at the church (a 60 percent retention rate).
Other expenses have shown up
along the way. We purchased 50
chairs, a podium, an overhead projector, and projector screen. We
have the expenses of renting a church
office, phone, office supplies, a small
subsidy for our Children's Church
Director, nursery supplies, Sunday
school supplies, insurance, pastoral
support, piano, and the list goes on.
Expensive? You bet! But the result is
that we now have a youth program,
a children's education program, an
adult education program, weekly
Bible studies, a worship and fellowship committee, regular Sunday services, counseling services, a nursery,
and other ministries in the planning
phase.
I want you to see that your money
is not just going to rent buildings—
it's changing peoples' lives. Your
money is not just building some
church in Dallas, Tx.,—it's extending the family of the Brethren in
Christ fellowship of believers.
Do we continue to depend on you
for financial assistance? You bet!
But we are developing our own
financial foundation as well. Unfortunately, 65 people cannot support
by themselves a new church in the
Dallas economy. But 65 people can
start the ball rolling and we are
doing just that. Our subsidy level
went down 20 percent this year.
Travel expenses to and from denominational retreats and conferences
were assumed by the church. Other
areas of financial dependency are
being lowered as well. We are eager
to free up monies for other church
projects as well as increase our own
contributions to Cooperative Ministries.
A heartfelt thank you to all who
have made this new fellowship of
Brethren in Christ believers possible.
May the Lord bless you as you continue to purchase the "ingredients"
for new church plantings.
•
Evangelical Visitor

SPICE

spans the seas
The acronym for the Scholarship
Program for Indian Children (SPIC)
has been changed to SPICE (Scholarship Program for Indian Children's Education).
This article includes the story of one boy who is
benefitting from
SPICE.
The day begins early for eightyear-old Joel Marandi and his hostel
companions at Barjora, India. As
soon as the rooster announces the
dawn, Joel rolls off his grass sleeping
mat and heads for the pump. A thorough scrubbing topped by a shower
f r o m a pail of water sets him up for
his day. Toasted rice or gram with
tea makes a satisfying breakfast, and
Joel is ready to join his friends on the
short path across the rice field to the
quonset hut classrooms. The teachers
arrive and the day begins.
Seven teachers preside over 200
children. Sixty of these children are
from Christian homes; the remainder
are f r o m local Hindu and Moslem
homes. Joel sits on a low bench
pulled up to a long desk. He writes
on a slate with a bit of chalk or slate
pencil. A small map and several
newspaper-covered books provide
the audio-visual department. Joel
studies mathematics, Hindi, science,
geography, history, and Bible. He
learns by rote and studies aloud so
that a visitor hears children's voices
over the entire compound.
1986 was not an easy year for Joel
and his family. In fact, Joel is fortunate to be at Barjora, or indeed, in
school at all. For last year, Joel's
father, Doma, passed away.
D o m a and his wife, Elizabeth,
loved the Lord. D o m a was an illiterate farmer, poor even according to
Erma Sider and her husband, Harvey,
spent 12 years as missionaries in India. Currently, Erma works at the Stevensville missions office and coordinates the SPICE program for the denomination.
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, by Erma Sider

Indian and Santal standards. Elizabeth came f r o m a staunch Christian
family. She attended the Banmankhi
Homemakers' Course for several
years where she learned to read and
studied the Bible. Then Doma and
Elizabeth were married.
One day Doma came walking into
the Banmankhi Mission compound
accompanied by a fine-looking ox.
Everyone paused to admire this sleek
animal. Doma would surely get a
good price at the market for it. Perhaps he could even make a down
payment on some land as security
for his family. At the very least, there
would be food and clothing for his
small children for months to come.

But did we hear correctly? Was
Doma really going to give the money
f r o m the sale of this animal to the
Lord? All 400 rupees? Yes, several
years earlier, when the animal was
only a couple months old, Doma
had promised to raise it for the Lord.
And now, here it was, fat, sleek, and
fit as a love gift to the God Doma
and Elizabeth worshipped.
Time passed. Five children blessed
their home—five children who could
be wage earners to help lift the family f r o m poverty. Yet, education was
a high priority with these parents.
Joel could be working as a buffalo

herder for local farmers, getting his
meals and a few cents a day for pay.
But education must come first, so
Joel and his sister went to Barjora.
Where Doma and Elizabeth found
the money to pay the hostel fee of
one dollar a month is difficult to
say—probably by hiring themselves
out in day labor.
Now last spring Doma died. And
Joel is still in classes at Barjora.
Gulabi, his older sister, graduated
last year from the Scholarship Program for Indian Children's Education (SPICE) at Barjora. She wants
to continue studying in high school,
but there is little money for boarding
and school fees at Purnea. Attending the local high school is almost
impossible for a girl in rural India.
What does the future hold?
Similar stories can be told about
each of the 110 children in the two
hostels, Barjora and Purnea, operated by the Brethren in Christ Church
Bihar, India. Few of the parents
hold positions or have enough land
resources to be able to "afford" to
place their children in the hostels.
The fact that they make education
for both boys and girls such a high
priority reflects their willingness to
provide to the best of their ability for
the future advancement of their children.
A recent survey of the nine church
planters in Bihar noted that all but
one had been part of the S P I C E
program at either Barjora or Purnea. The church chairman, Samuel
Hembrom, is a product of SPICE.
Binod Kachchhap, Uraon church
planter in Nepal, has two children in
the Purnea Hostel plus a nephew
whom he supports. Pastor Stephen
and Sarah Marandi not only sent
their two sons and five of their six
daughters to Barjora, but for several
years now they have had grandchildren there.
I stood watching a men's volleyball game. Mothers were proud to
say to me, "See that boy in the white
shirt? He's my son and he's just written his matric exams!" And another,
"The boy there in the middle of the
front row—he's our son and he is
studying in college!" "And Memsahib-ji, here are two of my sons.
I

Moving
by Grace Holland

Seventeen thousand people groups
still do not have churches among them
that are strong enough to evangelize
their own people. That is why the
Brethren in Christ are prayerfully pursuing the extension of our missionary
witness to new places.
Author Erma Sider with Joel's sister, Gulabi

. . . into Spain

James is working for the government, and Peter is studying in Purnea College. A younger son is attending our local school, and the
little one is at Barjora."
These are mothers who never went
to school, except for a few months at
Banmankhi Homemakers Course,
and fathers who have sacrificed to let
their children see a new day in their
future.
Surely these children are the fortunate ones. According to Time magazine (Sept. 15, 1986), more than 50
percent of Indian children leave
school before the fifth grade and
more than 75 percent by the time
they reach the eighth grade. When
India adopted its constitution in
1950, it called for free, compulsory
education up to age 14 by 1960. The
population explosion prevented the
reaching of this goal. However, by
1981, the time of the last census, the
literacy rate among 10-to 25-yearolds had increased to more than 50
percent. According to World Bank
estimates, "By the end of the century,
India will have the largest illiterate
population in the world." It is worth
noting that in the next five years, the
number of children in the six-toeleven age bracket is expected to
double. This is the age of most of the
children in the S P I C E program.

On a wide-ranging missions trip during 1986, Secretary of Overseas Ministries Roy Sider and his wife, Dorothy,
arrived in Spain exhausted from overnight flights and jet lag; but plans had
been made for a visit to another community of believers related to the ones
already contacted in Madrid. The train
was leaving soon for Zaragoza; so after
brief freshening, they left with Cesar
Vidal on a four-hour train ride through
beautiful Spanish countryside, towns,
and cities.
During the ride, Cesar was eager to
share his good impressions of the Brethren in Christ General Conference he
attended in Canada. He also wanted to
express excitement over his visit to the
Latin American churches. He had found
the churches in Nicaragua surprisingly
strong. He felt that the Venezuelan
churches had a solid foundation for
growth and the Colombian work was
off to a good start. He said that his
contacts with the missionaries had
changed his attitude, and he was eager
to have some Brethren in Christ missionaries working with his people in
Spain.
At Zaragoza and back in Madrid,
Roy spoke to small groups about the
Brethren in Christ work around the
world. The messages were well received.
Further consultation with Cesar touched
on the training and language-learning
missionaries would need in order to be
effective and on the possible places for
them to work. There was discussion on
how to go about getting the group
registered as Brethren in Christ in Spain

By now, I hope you are asking,
what is this ' S P I C E program'? Simply put, it is a child support program
whereby sponsors in Canada and the
United States pay $90 a year so that
18

a child f r o m a Brethren in Christ
home in Bihar, India, can live in a
Christian hostel while attending either the local Christian school, as at
Barjora, or one of several government schools, as at Purnea. These
funds cover all boarding expenses
and hostel fees. Parents, as noted
earlier, are expected to contribute
about one dollar per month. This
year, we have 69 sponsors—families,
Sunday school classes, Timber Bay
Children's Home, senior citizens,
classes at Niagara Christian College,
and churches, with one church sponsoring six children.
And the good news is that giving
to the Scholarship Program for Indian Children's Education helps to
raise the Cooperative Ministries budget. Yet it does much more than that.
The gap between east and west,
between first and third world, between brother and sister, becomes
much narrower when hands reach
across the sea, all the way to India.
But back to Joel. Will his education be important enough to him
and his mother that, with great
effort, he will be one of the less than
50 percent of children who stay in
school beyond the fifth grade? More
importantly, does Joel know what it
means to be a Christian, the kind of
Christian his father was? Joel's future
is in God's hands. Joel's sponsoring
group, a Sunday school class at the
Mowersville, Pa., Brethren in Christ
Church, is doing its part to see that
Joel has a bright future.
•

Grace Holland, missionary
lives in Ashland, Ohio.
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forward...
and how important it would be to rent a
hall for meeting and to extend their
evangelism and outreach. These would
be necessary in order to expand their
resources as a group already greatly
concerned about reaching out to the
poor and the oppressed.
Later the Board for World Missions
passed recommendations that the believers in Spain served by Cesar Vidal be
recognized as an integral part of Brethren in Christ World Missions, that the
magazine they publish be made available
on a trial basis to other Spanish-speaking members and missionaries of the
church, and that negotiations continue
toward the assignment of up to four
adults as evangelism/church planting
missionaries to serve with the Brethren
in Christ Church in Spain.
. . . into South Africa

Another point of contact made by the
Secretary of Overseas Ministries was in
South Africa. Here Roy and Dorothy
visited a group temporarily called the
Body of Christ Church under the direction of Hamilton Madlabane. This brother had worked with Anna Engle of
Brethren in Christ Missions on her
retirement project, a Zulu Bible commentary. He had contacted our mission
leaders on a trip to the United States.
The Madlabanes and another committed couple lead a group of believers
consisting of one congregation of about
200, and small numbers worshipping at
two preaching points. The group organized on an interim basis with the
intent of becoming part of a larger body.
The leaders are active in the movement
of Christians for Peace in South Africa,
are staunchly evangelical, and identify
with Wesleyan understandings of the
ministry of the Holy Spirit. Discussions
and fellowship were encouraging.
Recommendations later passed by
the Board for World Missions were that
negotiations be consummated toward
the uniting of this body with the Brethren in Christ family of churches through
the Board of Administration and the
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Board for World Missions, and that
requests for modest financial assistance
could be made to the Board for World
Missions for such needs as leadership
training, partnership pastoral support
phased-out over a three-year period,
and matching capital grants as funds are
available.

resulting from this visit was approval of
recommendations that the IPS administrators negotiate a memorandum of
agreement with the government of Bhutan for two or three qualified persons to
fill positions specified by that government.
. . . into Thailand

. . . into Bhutan

The reality that many countries will
not accept full-time missionaries became
apparent as the Secretary of Overseas
Ministries explored "tentmaking" opportunities in several countries. Under
the authority of the International Placement Service of our church, Roy and
Dorothy visited Bhutan on the northeast
border of India. They arrived in the
capital city of Thimphu, which is surrounded by mountains, and were warmly
welcomed by Janny Bosman, a Dutch
nurse who had been part of a spiritual
renewal movement at Macha Hospital
in Zambia. They found the Bhutanese
people very friendly and responsive, and
through what seemed a miraculous chain
of events, were able to have a favorable
hearing from the one government administrator responsible for admitting expatriate service personnel into Bhutan.
In further contacts, they heard that there
are only eight known Christians in this
country and learned about various aspects of its Buddhist religion and the
many needs there. A variety of people
whom they contacted urged that "tentmakers" be sent into the land. International Placement Service board action

. . . prayerfully
pursuing the
extension of
our missionary
witness to
new places.

Next, the Siders visited Thailand.
They learned of three areas in the capital
city of Bangkok which particularly need
churches: one with more than 50,000
people and no church, one with 200,000
people and one church, and one with
550,000 people and two churches! They
talked with many people who encouraged the "tentmaking" approach in Thailand and found some who would be
willing to serve on an advisiory board
for the Brethren in Christ. Although it is
not possible to get missionary visas, it is
possible for expatriates to enter the
country to work at jobs considered
necessary by the government. Workers
consulted said it would be important to
support tentmakers during the first year
while they learned the language—an
important step in obtaining a job. Most
also emphasized that tentmakers should
associate themselves with unreached
people rather than trying to affiliate
with some of the few existing churches.
They should live in a particular community and begin friendships which would
lead to Bible studies and eventually to
congregations.
Acting on these findings, the International Placement Service passed recommendations that up to four adults
be funded for entry into Thailand—
depending on the availability of funds—
and that support be provided during the
period of language study and job seeking. They also decided to proceed in
choosing an advisory board of committed Christians representing various
groups of nationals and expatriates in
Thailand.

What is the Lord saying as he opens
these doors before us? Can we hear him
urging again, "The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few"? And what can
we do? "Therefore beseech the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest." What will the Lord ask you to
do to help answer your own prayers?
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Thirst for Learning
Marshall and Eleanor Poe—Nicaragua
Five years ago, many pastors did not
want to study. They thought preparing
sermons and orders of worship ahead of
time was unspiritual and indicated a
lack of faith in the Holy Spirit. Now we
are seeing a great thirst among the pastors for learning all they can about the
Bible and how they can help their people. And they have not lost their faith in
the power of the Holy Spirit. This year
there are numerous pastors and lay people studying: 10 in two recognized Bible
institutes in Managua, 5 working on
basic math and grammar, 6 women
studying the four-year women's program at two Bible institutes, and 10
people in three different Theological
Education by Extension classes. We
thank God for this increased desire for
well-rounded spiritual growth.

Exciting things at
Montalban Church
Gordon Gilmore— Venezuela
Our attendance is averaging around
90 on Sunday mornings. On April 26,
we celebrated our first wedding—two of
our church members—with an attendance of 192. It was a beautiful and exciting experience.
From January to April, we had 17
public decisions for Christ and 5 private
ones. On March 7, we baptized 11 new
Christians. During the month of May
we offered baptism and membership
classes simultaneously.
During Holy Week Jose Otamendi
and Oscar Romero, two members,
preached for the first time and did a
great job.
I'm doing a lot of pastoral counseling
and struggling with how best to use my
time. This young congregation greatly
challenges and excites me.

Getting Started
Curtis Byers—London
There has been an unusual amount of
writing and research involved in getting
the London work off the ground. One
reason is because the idea of starting
new churches in a city which has such a
proud Christian heritage is viewed with
suspicion. Without a very intimate knowledge of the city and the Christian situa20
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tion, it would be easy to make enemies
of evangelical churches that we very
much need as friends and allies.
Elias Moyo and I, and Bryan Sollenberger, who arrives in the summer, will
comprise the Northwest London Christian Ministries, which is, for the present,
the church-planting arm of the Brethren
in Christ Church in the United Kingdom.
We plan to distribute a Christian general interest newspaper that will be customized to feature an introduction to us
and our work on its front page. This
paper will go to over 6,000 households
in an area containing about 18,000 people. In addition to the introduction and
a simple gospel message, it will include
an offer for one of the Gospels in one of
over 100 languages and six free issues of
the newspaper.
If we get even a one percent response,
this will net us contacts with 60 households. That much is easy. Seeing those
responses through to an acceptance of
Christ as Savior is another matter. Our

prayer and goal is that at least a percentage of those initial contacts will become
Christians. Several of those should be
willing to host Bible studies in their
homes. The neighborhoods in which we
have Bible studies will become the areas
of intensive door-to-door evangelism.
Our goal is to have a minimum of two
fully functioning Bible studies in separate areas by the end of the year.
We will have to find ways to penetrate
beneath the surface of the community in
which we live. Please pray that we will
be instruments of the Holy Spirit in this.

An insider

Leslie Book—Zimbabwe
I felt like an insider while sharing in
the women's retreat at a rural primary
school without modern conveniences.
The days were filled with skits, songs,
and talks about everyday life, family
relationships, helping the poor, giving to
the church, etc. We laughed together as I
failed to keep step with the music. I
enjoyed being wakened at 4:30 by someone praying. What a lovely way to start
the day! Only in risk and accepting the
challenge to leave my safe world was I
able to develop a deeper relationship
with my sisters. I felt like an insider.

Scholarship
for the
Young Church Musician
Sponsored by the Board for Congregational Life
through its Music Trust Fund
This scholarship of $200.00 is to be used for private music lessons.
Eligibility
1. Applicant must be a member or regular attender of a Brethren in
Christ congregation.
2. Applicant's age must be 13 to 19 as of September 1, 1987.
3. Applicant must be presently studying music, and must be participating
in some way in the music program of the local congregation.
4. Applicant must exhibit potential for assuming responsibilities in the
area of church music.
5. Recommendation by the pastor or a church musician must accompany the application.
Application deadline: August 30, 1987. Plans are for the recipient to be
notified by September 15. For a scholarship application, contact:
Board for Congregational Life
P.O. Box 163
Mount Joy, PA 17552
(717) 653-9321

Board for Congregational Life
Suite 305, 232 King St. N.
Waterloo, ONT N2J 2Y7
(519) 888-6859
Evangelical Visitor
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David Carlson ordained
The Brethren in Christ Church in
Chambersburg, Pa., was the location of
the ordination service of David L. Carlson on June 14,1987. Sharing in the 3:00
p.m. service were Bishops Emeriti Henry
A. Ginder and Charlie B. Byers, Bishop
John A. Byers, Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga, and Dr. Paul E. Freed, with special music by Nelson and Doris Byers.
For nearly 25 years, David and Florence (Sisco) Carlson have been in fulltime missionary service with Trans World
Radio. Twenty years were spent at
TWR—Monte Carlo as director of public relations, followed by three years in
Swaziland as deputation secretary for
Southern Africa. A year ago they were
transferred to a special TWR ministry
assignment in the United States, and are
living in Orlando, Fla.
David and Flo have one daughter,
Karen, a 1985 graduate of Messiah
College.

Allegheny Conference
On June 21,15 young people and 4 adults from
the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., left
on a week-long trip to Portsmouth, Ohio, to fix up
homes of needy persons. • The Big Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., had a father-son banquet on
June 19. • The children of the Carlisle, Pa., congregation learned about the fruit of the Spirit
during Bible school, June 15-19. • A baccalaureate
service was held June 21 for the eight graduates of
the Clarence Center, N. Y., congregation.
Roy Sider, Secretary of Overseas Ministries,
spoke June 14 to the Cedar Grove congregation,
Mifflintown, Pa., on "Seedtime and Harvest
Among the People of Islam." "The Good Shepherd" was the June 22-27 VBS theme. • On June
28, Dr. John Spurrier spoke in an evening service
to the Chambersburg, Pa., congregation. • The
young people of the Clear Creek congregation,
Everett, Pa., sponsored Anita and David, a Christian ventriloquist, on June 14. • A "Summer in the
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Son" Christian reading club was sponsored June
14-Aug. 9 for the children of the Cumberland
Valley congregation, Dillsburg, Pa. An all-day
mortgage burning and groundbreaking celebration was planned for July 19, to include outdoor
worship, a barbecued chicken dinner, and a concert by the Phillips family.
The Dillsburg, Pa., congregation enjoyed an ice
cream social on June 7. • Susie Gilmore, of Wainfleet, Ont., has been hired by the Grantham, Pa.,
congregation as Youth Director pending clearance by the Immigration and Naturalization Service. Eight youths became members in June. • The
Hanover, Pa., congregation isenjoyinga new public address system. • Bible school for "baby sis to
grandpap" was June 22-26 for the Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro, Pa. • The Don Martin
Family gave a musical program June 21 to the
Locust Grove congregation, York, Pa.
Rev. Robert Detweiler of the Church of God,
Saxton, Pa., spoke to the Martinsburg, Pa., Men's
Fellowship on June 3. On that day, Doris Dixon
and a group of children gave a presentation to the
M P F about the Geiger family, missionaries to
Colombia. • The Marsh Creek congregation,
Howard, Pa., had a June 20 Sunday school picnic,
and a June 21 father-son breakfast banquet. • The
Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation enjoyed their
second annual Fellowship Games on June 26-27.
Twenty-four teams of two competed in bowling,
ping-pong, volleyball, jarts, shuffleboard, and
Uno.
The Montgomery VBS, Mercersburg, Pa., had
an average attendance of 174. On June 7, eight
people were taken into the membership of the
congregation, and six were baptized. • The combined adult Sunday school classes of Morning
Hour Chapel, East Berlin, Pa., studied religious
cults this summer, a class taught by Pastor Esh. •
Every Sunday school attender 12 years and older
of the Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa.,
viewed the Narramore "Personal Insight" film series on three June Sundays. Younger children were
led in a Child Evangelism ministry. • The New
Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., enjoyed their annual Sunday school picnic on June
27 at New Franklin Community Center.
Dr. Ken Markley, East Coast representative of
the Narramore Foundation, was guest speaker at
the "FamilyFest" celebration recently of the Paramount congregation, Hagerstown, Md. His topic
was "Apples of Gold." The children presented
"Down by the Creekbank" on June 14. • The
Wesley congregation, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa.,
planned a yard sale for June 27. • The Hartman
Harmonies from York, Pa., brought a morning
Bible school to the West Shore congregation, June
15-19. Their ministry included magic, music, and
messages for all ages. The congregation is compiling a pictorial directory.

Atlantic Conference
A family day for the Community Bible Chapel,
Sarasota, Fla., was a June 20 canoe trip down
Peace River. Extra recruits are being called upon
to help in an overflowing children's church program. • Pastor Kenneth L. Engle of the Conoy

congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., reports that he,
Allon Dourte, Dale Engle, and several other
Brethren in Christ had parts in the film "Silence at
Bethany." The story, to be aired on PBS in early
1988, portrays the convictions of a Mennonite
minister as he faces the world. • "The Story of the
Cheese" was the Sunshine Band's annual men's
night program at the Cross Roads church, Mt.
Joy, Pa.
Greg Musser of the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation traveled with 17 others in June to fellowship with and help the Christians in Camalu, Mexico. (The Missions Auction, reported in the June
Visitor as being planned was cancelled.) • On July
19, the M P F of the Fairland congregation, Cleona
Pa., sponsored a "July Christmas," a time to enjoy
a meal and prepare Christmas packages for the
missionaries they support. Eric and Martha Ebersole recently were dedicated as deacon couple. •
Carmen Vale and some ex-offenders presented the
work of their prison ministry to the Fellowship
Chapel, Bronx, N.Y., on June 7.
A Missions Day, June 14, at the Free Grace
church, Millersburg, Pa., featured Ira and Miriam
Stern and Fred and Grace Holland. • Dan and
Shirley Zagorski assumed the pastorate of the
Hershey, Pa., congregation on July 1. • An allchurch fellowship was held June 14 in the home of
one of the members of the Holden Park congregation. Orlando, Fla. • The children of the Lancaster, Pa., congregation enjoyed a morning at the
County Park on June 21. Richard Miller began
duties July 1 as half-time Administrative Assistant. • Daniel L. Heitzman, a 1987 Messiah College
graduate, was installed June 7 as Assistant Pastor
of the Manheim, Pa., congregation.
Pastor John Hawbaker and his family, of the
Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa., are on a
three-month sabbatical leave in Europe, studying
the work of the church there, past and present. The
Clarion Choir presented "Get On Board, Children" on June 7. • The film "Twice Pardoned," the
story of Harold Morris's conversion, was shown in
two parts, June 21 and 28 at the Millersville, Pa.,
church. • The VBS offering of the Mt. Pleasant
congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., went to help MCC
build houses in Bangladesh. "Growing God's
Way" was the theme.
Dr. Roy Sider brought the July 5 message to the
Palmyra, Pa., congregation. Also planned was an
attempt to telephone Harold and Mary Elizabeth
Engle in Zambia. • Paul Keefer was installed as
pastor on July 15 of the Pequea congregation,
Lancaster, Pa. Messiah College and Ashland
Seminary graduate James Gilbert begins Associate Pastor duties in August. • The Refton, Pa.,
congregation had an evening of dialogue on June
14 with Bishop Byers. Members were encouraged
to come prepared with questions.
Proceeds from the Shenks, (Elizabethtown,
Pa.) Strawberry Festival and Chicken Barbecue
on June 13 went to the Paxton Street Youth Home
in Harrisburg. The teen course for the June 22-26
Bible School was Tony Campolo's "You Can
Make a Difference." • The Materials Aid Division
of MCC planned to coordinate personnel to
reroof the Silverdale church on June 6. The congregation had baby dedication and a balloon
launch on June 14, Children's Day.
On June 28, the Barry Ostroski family shared
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A capacity crowd of 300 attended the recent dedication services of an addition to the Bertie
(Ont.) church. Pastor Greg Funk brought the message in the 3:00 p.m. special service, with
Bishop Harvey Sider leading in the dedication ceremony. An offering of $26,000 was applied
toward the project's indebtedness.
The Bertie church was the first Brethren in Christ church building in Canada, constructed
in 1875 and enlarged several times since. The latest addition includes new entrances, a large
foyer, handicapped entrances and facilities, expanded nursery, offices, and conference
rooms.
On the following Sunday, a new organ was dedicated, which had been bequeathed to the
congregation by the late Mrs. Etta (Bearss) Fretz, whose father and grandfather had been
ministers in the Bertie congregation.

with the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg,
Pa., about their short-term service at Timber Bay
Children's Home, Sask. • A new animated film of
the classic "Pilgrim's Progress" called "Dangerous
Journey" was shown Wednesday nights in June at
the Speedwell Heights church, Lititz, Pa. A hymn
sing was planned for June 17. • The Stowe, Pa.,
congregationcooperated with the Lutheran church
to hold a June 22-26 VBS. A Sunday school picnic
was planned for June 27.

Canadian Conference
Clifford and Dora Ebersole of the Bertie congregation, Stevensville, Ont., had an open house
recently to celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary. Good wishes arrived from the Queen. May
31 was dedication day for the building addition. •
Five persons were baptized June 7 into the membership of the Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont. • Morris and Myrtle Hoover of the
Cheapside congregation, Nanticoke, Ont., celebrated 60 years of marriage recently with an open
house at the church. Strawberries and homemade
ice cream followed the June 21 Christ Crusaders
Father's Day evening service.
Ivan and Carol Franck were installed July 19 as
pastoral couple of the Cross Roads Memorial
congregation, Guelph, Ont. • The high school
boys' class of the Delisle Community Chapel,
Sask., recently raised over $250 on a 15-mile bikea-thon for debt retirement. • On June 21, Beth and
Paul Good, participants in a Self Help overseas
tour, showed slides of their trip to the Falls View
congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont. Karen Deyhle
demonstrated Japanese flower arranging at the
Ladies' Strawberry Tea.
The handbell choir from the Peoples Church
was with the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley,
Ont., for a June 14 evening service. • The youth of
the Houghton congregation, Langton, Ont., sponsored a yard and bake sale and car wash on June 6.
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• A "7th Year Homecoming Celebration" was held
Aug. 8, 9 at the Kirkland Lake, Ont., church.
Activities included challenges by speaker Ron
Lofthouse, games, and meals. • A two-part "Sharing Your Faith" seminar was given on Wednesday
nights in June by Pastor John Zuck of the North
East Community congregation. The youth had an
"All You Can Eat Hot Dog Roast" on June 19.
The ladies' group of the Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation enjoyed a June 8 evening of browsing
and dinner at Gullen Barns. • The Sherkston,
Ont., congregation returned to single Sunday services for the summer on June 28. A July 19 evening fellowship honored pastoral couples Phil and
Judy Keefer, and John and Barbara Day. (Pastor
Keefer's resignation was mistakenly reported under Wainfleet in the June E.V. Our apologies.)
Last spring, 16 persons became charter members
of the Upper Oaks congregation, Oakville, Ont.,
and 6 persons were baptized. June 14 was scheduled as Harvest Sunday, a day to add to the building fund. • The Wainfleet, Ont., quiz team recently
won the Canadian Conference championship.
Rob Collier has began duties as youth pastor.
Charles Lady conducted a 24-voice male choir on
the evening of June 28. • The Ladies Auxiliary of
the Welland, Ont., congregation sponsored a beefon-a-bun and strawberry shortcake dinner before
the evening service on June 28.

received June 7 into the membership of the Bethel
congregation, Merrill, Mich. A gospel tent meeting was held May 31—June 14 with Bedsaul Agee
as evangelist.
On June 7, the Beulah Chapel congregation,
Springfield, Ohio, welcomed Dr. and Mrs. Alvan
Thuma, former missionaries to Africa. • The
Christian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind.,
planned a picnic for July 11 at Bixler Lake, Kendallville. • Luann Zercher, member of the Fairview
congregation, Englewood, Ohio, and recent graduate of United Theological Seminary, is planning
to serve as Montgomery County Jail chaplain, and
hopes to do inner city work. • A petting zoo, circus
Olympics, teddy bear picnic, crafts, and study for
all ages were activities of the Highland VBS, West
Milton, Ohio, June 15-19. Fifteen members were
received in mid-June.
Larry Bougsty, formerly of the U.S. Army Special Forces/Green Beret, was the father-son banquet speaker June 20 at the Lakeview Community
church, Goodrich, Mich. Ken Gibson gave a Spiritual Gifts workshop June 26, 27. • VBS closing
program attendance at the Mooretown church,
Sandusky, Mich., was 138. • High schoolers and
Nappanee, Ind., congregation members Randy
Hock and Curt Sisco found their summer witness
opportunity in the cast of the Enchanted Hills
Playhouse professional production of "Fiddler on
the Roof."
On June 14, the Berean class of the Pleasant
Hill, Ohio, congregation viewed a video tape,
"New Opportunities for Brethren in Christ in
World Missions." Parents of teens were invited to
the parsonage June 23 to discuss peer pressure. •
Atlee and Janet Hershberger brought a morning
message and children's time to the Sippo Valley
congregation, Massillon, Ohio, on June 21.
The Union Grove congregation, New Paris,
Ind., contributed significant staffing for the cooperative Bible school with the Nappanee congregation, June 8-12. Attendance was well over 100. A
chicken barbecue was enjoyed June 14 following
morning worship in the Union Grove church yard.
• The local representative of the Free Store Ministry spoke July 12 to the Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Midwest Conference
The theme for several intergenerational Sunday
evening activities this summer at the Abilene, Ks.,
church was "Celebrating God's Love," a focus on
the parables of Jesus. A fellowship for Adam and
Sophia Redger's 60 years of marriage was June 21.
• Highlights of the Bethany VBS, Thomas, Okla.,
included "singing" the theme song in sign language, and "Jesus Loves Me" in the Tonga language. • A series of evening messages for the
Mound Park congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa,

Rosebank, Kansas, Centennial

Central Conference
The Amherst, Ohio, congregation has approved
outreach by direct mail: Christian literature in
newsprint form to be mailed to 2900 homes nine
times per year. The cost is to be underwritten by
advertisements. • Mary Jane Gardiner, missionary to the Philippine island of Mindanao, and
worker with the Summer Institute of Linguistics
(Wycliffe), spoke to the Bethel congregation, Cassopolis, Mich., on June 28. • Three persons were

A centennial celebration will be held at the
Rosebank Brethren in Christ Church, Hope,
Ks., as it celebrates its 100th year of existence
with evening tent meetings Sept. 30, Oct. 1,
2, and 4. Former pastor Charles Norman
will be speaking. Sunday will conclude with
a love feast and a time of memory sharing.
Those planning to attend should contact
these persons for housing: Millard Hostetter,
Hope, KS 67451; Dale Wingerd, Ramona,
KS 67475; or Kenneth Fike, Ramona.
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was titled. "Why l a m a Brethren in Christ and not
a . . .." dealing with other beliefs. • On June 14.
the Mt. View congregation. Colorado Springs.
Colo., viewed the Brethren in Christ World Missions video.
An innovative series of bulletin inserts recently
for the Oak Park congregation. Des Moines,
Iowa, was a "worksheet for time alone with God"
a daily devotions guide with additional items to
spur interest and places for notes. The worksheets
tied into sermons on the family. • Film producer
and Australian scientist John Mackay was with
the Rosebank congregation. Hope, Ks., on June
14 to give his perspective on the creation-evolution
debate. • The June 14 message for the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks.. was "Old Testament War
and the Gospel." The congregation celebrated
Fathers Day at Bletcher's Pond with games,
recreation, wiener roast, and a program.

Pacific Conference
The Chino Hills congregation, Chino. Calif.,
planned to sponsor its first VBS Aug. 10-14. •
Aspects of biblical friendships were addressed during June, "friends month" at the Ontario, Calif.,
church. A busy late June included a Fathers Day
breakfast, June 21; a film festival, June 26,31; and
an all-church work day, June 27. • Ted Slattery of
the Moreno Community congregation. Moreno
Valley, Calif., was one of several pastors preaching
"you asked for it" sermons this summer. The congregation hosted the Glory to the Father Choir on
June 21 with accommodations and a potluck
supper.
June 7 was Child Evangelism Fellowship Sunday at the Pacific Highway church, Salem, Ore.,
with guests Ronald and Katie Imig. "Knowing
Christ" was the theme for the June 22-26 5-Day
Club led by Jenny Fischer of Multnomah School
of the Bible. • The Upland, Calif., congregation
sent a 12-member Project Serve team to Mexico
on June 22. The Children's and Chancel choirs
gave a summer concert on June 14.

Hensel: Stephen Arthur. June 12; Paul and
Janet Hensel. Pacific Highway congregation. Ore.
Horst: Kristen Nicole. May 31; Thomas and
Joanne (Metzger) Horst. Manor congregation.
Pa.
Johnson: Magan Ann. May 2; Mike and Kathy
Johnson. Mt. View congregation, Colo.
Kaufman: Cassandra Danae. June 7; Roger
and Sandra Kaufman, Union Grove congregation. Ind.
Lehman: Benjamin Harmon, June 11; Dave
and Jan (Harmon) Lehman, Los Angeles, Calif.
Lehman: Melissa Joy, June 9; J. Richard and
Joanna Lehman. Big Valley congregation. Pa.
Lenehan: Chad Steven, Nov. 27. 1986; Steve
and Shawn (Benjamin) Lenehan, Mt. View congregation. Colo.
Martin: Kevin Richard. May 26; Richard and
Karen (Winger) Martin, Clarence Center congregation, N. Y.
Masters: Shelby Faye, June 14; Douglas and
Beth (Cline) Masters, Manor congregation. Pa.
McBeth: Robert Joseph, May 30; Gary and
Annette (Keefer) McBeth, Chambersburgcongregation, Pa.
Meshey: Melissa Lynn, June 6; Rick and Pam
(Hess) Meshey, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Miller: Andrea Leigh, April 19; Doug and
Robin (Smith) Miller, Antrim congregation. Pa.
Pittman: Angie Michele, May 2; Stan and
Sherry (Lenehan) Pittman, Mt. View congregation, Colo.
Rickman: Bradley Charles, May 13; Charles
and Rhonda (Main) Rickman, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Sauder: Kendra Lynn, June 4. 1986; Allen and
Susan (Fager) Sauder, Mt. View congregation,
Colo.
Senkowski: Carley Angela, April 24; Stan and
Anne (Senton) Senkowski, Upper Oaks congregation, Ont.

For the Record

Sider: Michael Roy, June 1; Kevin and Suzanne
(Marr), Sherkston congregation, Ont.

Births

Smeltz: Rachel Elizabeth, June 2; Luke and
Kelly Smeltz, Big Valley congregation, Pa.

Babin: Brittany Marie, May 19; Brian and
Cindy Babin, Welland congregation, Ont.
Barnett: Danielle Christine, June 20; Dave and
Darlene (Martin) Barnett, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Buckwalter: Nathan Paul, May 20; P. Dwight
and Lori (Nelson) Buckwalter, Fairland congregation, Pa.

Snyder: Janel Christine, June 4; Carl and
Sharon Snyder, Cumberland Valley congregation, Pa.
Stauffer: Jenna Lee, May 6; James and Jane
(Zercher) Stauffer, Paramount congregation, Md.
Stover: Jena Nicole, May 10; Darren and Lisa
Stover, Marsh Creek congregation, Pa.

Costello: Mark James, June 4; Ralph and
Bonnie (Nuxoll) Costello, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.

Thomas: David Alexander, May 28; Donald
and Deborah (Llanso) Thomas, Manor congregation, Pa.

Dempster: Jamie, May 2; Michael and Lori
Dempster, Bridlewood congregation, Ont.

Volpe: Lindsay Kristine, June 13; Angelo and
Janet (Sider) Volpe, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.

Downin: Jeremy Robert, May 11; Rob and
Melissa Downin, Hollowell congregation, Pa.

Wagner: Oliver Scott, June 9; Keith and Faithe
(Musser) Wagner, Fairland congregation, Pa.

Gingrich: Amanda Beth, May 25; Peter and
Wendy (Funk) Gingrich, Fairland congregation,
Pa.

Wenger: Jarred Kurtis, June 10; Larson and
Marlene Wenger, Five Forks congregation, Pa.

Happel: Amanda Michelle, May 28; Brian and
Wanda Happel, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa.

Wideman: Landon Murray, June 9; Dale and
Cathy (Shropshire) Wideman, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.

Hemler: Jeremy David, June 13; Jeff and Joann
Hemler, Hanover congregation, Pa.

Willis: Angela Marie, May 15; Russ and Diane
Willis, Highland congregation, Ohio.
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Yohn: Justin Michael, May 23; Steven and
Diane (Dombach) Yohn. Manor congregation.
Pa.

Weddings
Bittinger-Louk: Sherry Delana, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Louk, Mogadore, Ohio, and
Paul Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Bittinger. Chambersburg, Pa.. May 2at Mogadore United Methodist Church.
Cober-Vander Bent: Donna Jean, daughter of
Bruce and Mina Vander Bent, Unionville. Ont.,
and Roland Dean, son of Wilbur and Annie May
Cober. Kitchener. Ont.. May 16 in the Heise Hill
Brethren in Christ Church.
Coover-Bert: Cheryl L„ daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Bert. Newburg. Pa., and Douglas W„
son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Coover. Carlisle, Pa.,
May 16 in the Berean Gardens at Roxbury Holiness Campgrounds. Roxbury, Pa., with Rev.
Elbert Smith and Rev. Ray Sider officiating.
Coover-Fogal: Mary Louise Fogal and Steven
Lee Coover. June 6 at the Mt. Rock Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. John W. Schock officiating.
Cunningham-Wiles: Donna Marie, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Ernie H. Wiles, Ephrata. Pa., and
Wayne Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew H.
Cunningham, Conestoga, Pa., June 6 at the
Pequea Brethren in Christ Church.
George-Meyers: Carolyn, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Mark Meyers, Chambersburg, Pa.,and Travis, son of Mr. and Mrs. David George, Waynesboro, Pa., May 30 at the Antrim Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner
officiating.
Gosse-Hamden: Terry Jo, daughter of Sidney
and Mryta Hamden, Kirkland Lake, Ont., and
John Hayward, son of Lawrence and Ruby Gosse,
May 16 at the Kirkland Lake Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Dan Steadman officiating.
Grant-Newmarch: Laurel Elizabeth, daughter
of Edward and Lorraine Newmarch, Scarborough, Ont., and Robert Earl, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Mervin Grant, Scarborough, May 30 at the Bridlewood Brethren in Christ Church, with Rev.
Leonard J. Chester officiating.
Haley-Clouse: Janet D. Clouse, daughter of
Mrs. Susie Davis, and W. M. (Bill) Haley, June 13
at the Mt. View Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Carl B. Lewis officiating.
Herbert-Bright: Margaret, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Bright, and Donald, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Herbert, Welland, Ont., May 16 at
the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
David Gifford officiating.
Herr-Hurst: Beth Ann, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert B. Hurst, Manheim, Pa., and Gregory Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin K. Herr,
Manheim, May 9 in the Manheim Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Roy J. Peterman officiating.
Kreider-Ginder: Lori, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ray Ginder, Manheim, Pa., and B. Franklin
Kreider III, son of B. Franklin Kreider, Jr., Lancaster, Pa., and Mary Jane Tignanelli, Manheim,
May 16 in the Manheim Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Roy J. Peterman officiating.
Lambert-Winger: Kelly Sue, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James Winger, Tonawanda, N. Y.,and
John William, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Lam-
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bert, Wainfleet, Ont., June 6 at the Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Richard L.
Long and Rev. David Gifford officiating.
Lefever-Wagner: Karen E., daughter of Carl F.
and Janice L. Wagner, Conestoga, Pa., and David
L., son of Ellen McCauley, Pequea, Pa., and the
late Lloyd Lefever, June 13 at the Pequea Brethren
in Christ Church with Paul Keefer officiating.
Mayes-Leister; Lana, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ronald Leister, and Donald, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Edward Mayes, May 23 in the Cedar Grove
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. M. Eugene
Heidler officiating.
McClure-Gordon: Kathy Joanne, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gordon, McConnellsburg,
Pa , and Donald Ray, Jr., son of Donald McClure,
Sr., and Maxine Bathalow, Chambersburg, Pa.,
May 30 at the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Graybill Brubaker officiating.
Myers-Funk: Joni Lavon, daughter of Daryl
and Linda Funk, Mercersburg, Pa., and Gregory
Lee, son of Glenn and Verma Myers, Greencastle,
Pa., May 23 at the home of the groom with Rev.
Roy E. Brake, Sr., officiating.
Page-Renninger: Wanda, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Melvin Renninger, and Michael, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Paul Page, June 13 in the Cedar Grove
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. M. Eugene
Heidler officiating.
Raush-Herr: Martha S., daughter of C. Willis
and Martha Herr, Lancaster, Pa., and Alan L.,
son of Russell and Betty Jo Raush, Lancaster,
May 30 at the Manor Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating.
Spangler-Oberlin: Tammy, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Ray Oberlin, and Robert, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Spangler, Sr., June 20 in the
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
M. Eugene Heidler officiating.

Obituaries
Anderson: Arnold S. Anderson, born March
25, 1903, died May 31. He was a resident of
Upland Manor and a member of the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church, Calif. He is survived by
his wife, Irene, and a son, Ronald. The graveside
service was held at the Paris Valley Cemetery with
Rev. Harold Painter and Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder officiating.
Anderson: Kathryn Gish Anderson, 79, of
Mount Joy, Pa., born June 9, 1907, died May 2.
She is survived by her husband, Charles V. Anderson, Sr.; one son, Charles, Jr.; and one grandson.
She was a member of Cross Roads Brethren in
Christ Church, Mt. Joy, Pa., where services were
held with Rev. Dale H. Engle officiating. Interment was in Shenks Cemetery, Elizabethtown. Pa.
Blair: Sarah M. Blair, Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, born Nov. 3, 1906, died May 26. She
is survived by a son, Richard; 3 grandchildren; and
11 brothers and sisters. She was a member of the
Messiah Village Church where services were held
by Rev. Keith Hunter and J. Robert Lehman.
Interment was in the East Harrisburg Cemetery.
Breneman: Robert Frederick Breneman, born
April 28, 1919, died May 22 at age 68. He was the
son of the late Ralph D. and Suie (sic) E. Shank
Breneman. He had been a farmer, and former
Manor Township supervisor. He was a member of
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church, a charter
member of the Lions Club of Washington BoroManor, a member of the Highville and Washington fire companies, and former member of the
Columbia Hospital board of directors. Surviving
are four sisters and a brother. The funeral was held
at the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
John Hawbaker officiating. Interment was in the
Masonville Mennonite Cemetery.
Carver: John Franklin Carver, born Dec. 15,
1895, died June 14. He was preceded in death 25

years ago by his wife, Vaneata (Learn). Surviving
are his son, Cecil; his daughter, Muriel Schaubel; a
sister, Lottie Merritt; 3 foster children, Eugene,
Kenneth, and Marlene House; 11 grandchildren;
and 17 great-grandchildren. The funeral service
was held at the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Wilbur Benner and Rev. Arthur Heise
officiating. Interment was in the Bertie Cemetery.
Decker: Elda Decker, Newton, Ks„ born July
17, 1903, died May 1. She is survived by two
daughters, Joyce Ginder and JoLene Hawbaker;
and four granddaughters. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Carl. She was a member of
the Rosebank Brethren in Christ Church, Hope,
Ks. The funeral service was held at the Hillsboro
Mennonite Brethren Church with Rev. Jesse B.
Dourte officiating. Interment was in the Gnadenau Cemetery, Hillsboro, Ks.
Fish: Shirley Fish, of Brighton, Ont., born
June 16, 1929, the daughter of Ruth and David
Carver, died May 5. Shirley was preceded in death
by her husband, George. She is survived by her
mother; one son; one daughter; four grandsons;
five sisters and three brothers. The funeral was
held at the Williams Funeral Home, Ridgeway,
Ont., with Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. Greg Funk
officiating. Interment was in the Bertie Brethren in
Christ Church Cemetery.
Green: Doris M. Green, 66, born April 5,1921,
died May 31. Surviving are her husband, Marion;
two sons, Steven T. and Thomas E.; two daughers,
Susan E. Matt, and Sharon A. Wholey; three
brothers; one sister; eight grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren. She was an active member of
Mountain View Brethren in Christ Church, Colorado Springs, Colo., where the funeral was conducted by Rev. Garland Whittington. Interment
was in the Evergreen Cemetery.
Heer: Anna Magdalene Heer, daughter of Peter
and Emma Eibert Mauch, born March 5, 1894, at
Ness City, Ks.,died April 19in Overland Park, Ks.
Anna married Jacob R. Heer on April 12, 1916.
He preceded her in death in 1965. Together they
cared for two of Jacob's nephews for many years.
She is survived by nieces and nephews and other
relatives and friends. She was a member of the
Wesleyan Church of Clay Center, Ks.
Heise: Martha Heise, born Oct. 30, 1892, in
Markham, Ont., died May 23 in Stouffville, Ont.
She was the wife of Rev. J. Henry Heise and a
faithful member of the Heise Hill Brethren in
Christ Church. Surviving are a daughter, Verna,
and a son, Lome. The funeral was conducted by
Rev. Marlin Ressler at the Heise Hill church.
Interment was in the Heise Hill Cemetery.

Dedication Services
for the new
Allegheny Apartments and Village Commons
of Messiah Village
100 Mt. Allen Drive, Mechanicshurg, Pa. 17055
2:30p.m. Sunday afternoon
August 30,1987
to befollowed by open house and refreshments.
The public is invited to attend.
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Oldham: Catherine Oldham, 81, of Bedford,
Pa., died June 12. She was born March 15, 1906,
at Greencastle, Pa., the daughter of Rev. Ambrose
and Amelia Myers. Her husband Clement preceded her in death. Catherine is survived by three
sons, John A., Ralph, and Glenn; one daughter,
Joyce; a foster daughter, Anna Mae Oldham; 12
grandchildren; 3 great-grandchildren; and a sister,
Martha Wingert. She was an active member of
Springhope Brethren in Christ Church. Funeral
services were held at the church with Rev. Kenneth
Mackie officiating. Interment was in Fishertown
Cemetery.
Riley: Clara C. Riley, 98, of Des Moines, Iowa,
died June 3 in Liverpool, Pa. She was born Dec.
17, 1988, the daughter of Hans and Anna Margaret (Jensen) Christensen. She was preceded in
death in 1959 by her husband, Claude. Surviving
are a daughter, Maurine E. Rosenberry; three
grandchildren, five great-grandchildren; and a sis-
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ter, Anna Christensen. She was a member of the
Christian Church of Des Moines. Funeral services
were held at the S. Gerald Weaver Funeral Home,
Woodbury, Pa. The interment service was held at
the Chapel Hill Gardens in Des Moines, with Rev.
John L. Rosenberry officiating.

sisters and 1 brother. Gertrude was a faithful
member of the Millerfields Brethren in Christ
Church, Columbia, Ky., where the funeral was
held with Rev. Elam Dohner and Rev. Glenn
Hensel officiating. Interment was in Tartar Cemetery.

Shepherd: Gertrude Ann, daughter of the late
Juniusand Etta Munnell Holt, born Oct. 11, 1904,
died May 28 at age 87. She married Seathy Shepherd, who survives, on April 21, 1922. To them
were born 10 children, eight of whom survive:
Agnes Beard, Audrey Pike, Margaret Griffin,
Louise Harden, Elaine Isbell, James, Gerald, and
Allen. Also surviving are 25 grandchildren; 24
great-grandchildren; 1 great-great-grandchild; 2

Wolgemuth: Anna E. Wolgemuth, Messiah
Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa., born July 28, 1911,
died May 17. She is survived by three brothers,
Howard, Paul M., and John M.; a sister, Rhoda
Hess; and nieces and nephews. Anna was a retired
missionary for the Brethren in Christ Church. In
her 17 years at Messiah Village, she was "News
Notes" editor, and actve in church work and sewing. Services were held in the Messiah Village

Chapel with Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev.
Avery Musser officiating, and at the Cross Roads
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Lehman and
Rev. Dale Engle officiating. Interment was in the
Cross Roads Cemetery.
Yeatts: H. Robert Yeatts, born Aug. 30, 1907,
in Springfield, Ohio, died May 27. He was the son
of Otis and Frances (Bishop) Yeatts, a retired
machinist, and a member of Beulah Chapel
Brethren in Christ Church. He is survived by his
wife, Helen (Roof); a son, John R.; two grandchildren; and nieces and nephews. Services were
held at the Littleton Funeral Home with Rev.
Terry Priest officiating. Interment was in Glen
Haven Memorial Gardens.

Too young to give?
by Paul Hostetler

Heather is only 10 years old. She
is the daughter of Dale W. Engle,
pastor of the Ashland, Ohio, Brethren in Christ Church. Her name was
not placed on the list of possible givers toward the church's recent capital f u n d campaign, with a goal of
$125,000. She was, in the careful
judgment of considerate people, too
young.
She also was not included among
those invited to the fellowship dinner, the kick-off event for the fund
drive. Ten-year-olds didn't enjoy such
affairs, the older ones thought.
I agreed, having suggested that no
one under 12 be placed on the lists.
Besides, the banquet plates cost $10
each. It wouldn't be good stewardship to invite children to the dinner.
As far as I know, Heather didn't
raise any objections. But here is what
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this young miss did. First, she asked
to be included in the 24-hour prayer
chain that was organized for that
final, big weekend as people were
making up their minds on the amount
of their commitments. When her
request was granted, she chose 3:00
a.m. as her time. Three o'clock in the
morning!
Her dad was amazed, but tired as
he was f r o m all the extra work relating to the campaign, he offered to
accompany her to the church. When
they arrived, Heather went to the
prayer room and Pastor Engle went
to his office. Beyond a doubt, he
spent some of the time wondering
how long she would last. Well, she
remained for the full hour, and said
she had a wonderful time! Have you
ever prayed for a solid hour?
Heather's second move was to ask
for a commitment card. She filled it
in carefully—for 25 cents a week, for
150 weeks, a total of $37.50. And she
committed herself to two other responsibilities: to regularly pray for
her church, and to give weekly to the
annual budget needs (as she had
been doing). Then she neatly signed
her name: Heather R. Engle.
To his credit, J-Lynn Conrady,
general chairman of the campaign,
made an appointment with her to

pick up the commitment card. It was
to be placed in a sealed envelope, like
all the others. When he arrived, Mrs.
Engle handed him the envelope with
the explanation that Heather was
playing with a friend and didn't have
time to see him. Isn't it delightful to
discover that she is, after all, a child.
What is it that causes a little girl to
pray, and give, and make a commitment for 150 consecutive weeks?
One can never be sure, but a contributing factor may have been that her
father and mother decided to make a
three-year commitment of $10,000
to the fund drive, and they volunteered to announce their decision
f r o m the pulpit a week before other
people of the congregation made
their commitments.
I suppose we shouldn't be all that
much amazed to learn that the commitments by the Ashland people
(only 56 members) surpassed the
$ 150,000 mark, well beyond the goal.
And I suppose that none of us
should be surprised that Heather is
the kind of person she is.
It happens that her commitment
was the smallest one turned in. That
is, in the eyes of people. In the eyes of
God it, in combination with her 60minute prayer, could well be among
the largest.
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Pontius'
Puddle
Bulletins and newsletters reprinting "Pontius' Puddle" from the
Visitor must pay $5 for each use
to Joel Kauffmann, 111 Carter
Road, Goshen, IN 46526.

DOES IT BOTHER y O U T ^ T
YOOtt CON&RE&WION'S
6IVIM&- AND ATTEND&NGE
AttE DOWN, THAT YOOR
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
PROGRAtA IS A SUAtABLES,
A.NO THAT OOTREALH
HAS COtAETO A VIRTUAL
STAND ST V L.L ?

NOT REALLY.
THE WAV I SEE
IT, DIFFERENT
CHORC.HES HAVE
DIFFERENT GIFTS.

Evangelical Round Table participants
discuss issues related to sanctity of life
by Paul W. Nisly

They came primarily from Pennsylvania and New Jersey, but also from
Florida and California—and from many
places in between. Pastors and professors, medical doctors and financial consultants, writers and theologians met at
Eastern College at St. Davids, Pa., on
June 3 to 5 to reflect together on the
"Sanctity of Life."
Hosted by Eastern College and Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, this
fourth annual Evangelical Round Table

Fifteenth Annual
Hymn Sing
and Fellowship
at the
historic
Ringgold
Meetinghouse
Ringgold, Maryland

August 30, 1987
6:00 p.m.
Bring your lawn chairs and
enjoy an evening of Christian
fellowship.
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brought together about 240 "evangelicals" from diverse traditions. The conference, hosted by Baptist organizations,
included many American Baptists, as
well as Mennonites, Presbyterians, Wesleyans, Episcopalians, Hutterites, and
United Methodists. In addition to denominational representatives, there were
a considerable number of representatives of parachurch organizations such
as World Vision and Prison Fellowship.
The participants came to discuss the
issues surrounding the general topic of
the sanctity of life—war and peace,
reproductive technologies and abortion,
euthanasia and suicide. Perhaps the single common thread uniting speakers
and participants was a commitment to
biblical authority.
In the opening session, Charles Colson of Prison Fellowship offered his
perceptions on "Human Dignity." The
root question, he suggested, is "Why
have the traditional restraints on human
behavior crumbled?"
In the past, some sense of God has
defined the parameters of human behavior in Western civilization. But now,
Colson argued, the West has lost any
meaningful belief in the power of the
transcendent. Furthermore, the religious
hucksters of our day have not helped us.
They have sold an easy, spineless Christianity without meaningful content.
Colson called his listeners to challenge the values of the prevailing culture. The Christian faith is not an easy
way out, he said, but a tough call to
discipleship.
In a major address on "The Ethics of
Human Dignity," ethicist Lewis Smedes
asked, "What is there about each of us
that provides us with the undeniable
right to live out our lives without being

VAW-W-WN.

SO what'S

VOORST

A HIGHLY
DEVELOPED
SENSE OF
APATHY.

assaulted by others?" He argued that
"sanctity" is marked by relationship to
God, and everyone has sanctity, no matter if he or she has "value" or "dignity" in
the eyes of others. Every human life has
an equal claim on our respect.
Even accepting this basic assumption
does not make our lives simple, Smedes
admitted. The gift of discernment is
needed in the complexities of specific
cases. People who share a common view
of the sanctity of human life, for example, may disagree about capital punishment. That disagreement is a matter of
our discernment of the issues, not the
principle of the sanctity of life.
One speaker who seemed to question
the extent of the Bible's relevance to the
issue of abortion was promptly challenged—and perhaps too quickly dismissed. Abortion was not, it seemed, an
issue on which conference members
were willing to consider alternative views.
But on other significant issues, particularly those that focused on war and
peace, much greater divergence was
expected and accepted. A basic question, though, that was never sharply
focused was how people who agree to a
high view of Scripture can legitimately
hold divergent positions on some important ethical issues and not on others.
The wide range of backgrounds and
diversity of theological perspectives
seemed less troubling at meal time discussions and the informal fellowship
times. Adding much to the richness of
the interchange was the presence over
several days of "elder statesmen" such as
John Perkins of Voice of Calvary, Ted
Engstrom of World Vision, and Vernon
Grounds of Conservative Baptist Seminary.
•
Paul Nisly is chairman of the Language,
Literature, and Fine Arts Department of
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. He represented Mennonite Central Committee at the
Evangelical Round Table.
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Messiah
College News

Graduates return to Africa

A pair of May graduates, Shylock
Ndlovu and David Hamulumbu, are
returning to their home countries in
Africa this summer to begin teaching at
Brethren in Christ schools. Both men
majored in history.
Shylock will be remembered, not only
at Messiah but around the Middle
Atlantic Conference (MAC), as a topflight long-distance runner with a big
kick. In cross country he was the MAC
champ and top finisher in the NCAA
regional qualifier, and then earned AllAmerica honors by placing 17th in the
national meet. In track this past spring,
Shylock was the MAC champ in the
5,000- and 10,000-meter runs for the
second straight year.
At Grantham Church, Shylock will
be remembered for his faithful contribution to the Chancel Choir. After achieving his goal of attaining his B. A. in history from Messiah, he returned in June
to Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, where he attends the Lobengula Brethren in Christ
Church. He plans to teach high school
history at the Matopo Mission Secondary School. Founded in 1896, the school
serves approximately 1,000 students,
and is located about 30 miles from
Bulawayo.
David Hamulumbu has planned to
return to Choma, Zambia, with his family on August 13, where he will be teaching at Macha Secondary School. The
school has been serving Zambians since
the 1920s. David majored in history and
minored in biblical studies at Messiah,
graduating Cum Laude. His wife, Adin,
a registered nurse, worked for College
Food Services until last December. The
couple, members of the Dillsburg Brethren in Christ Church and the Macha
congregation in Zambia, have three
children: Linda, 9; Nesha, 7; and Leah,
4'/2.
College offers cultural
performances, stimulating speakers

Messiah offers the greater Harrisburg
area community a variety of musical
talent and stimulating speakers through
its Cultural Series and Susquehanna
Valley Lyceum programs. Subscription
tickets are sold at a savings over individual ticket prices. The musicians and
speakers to visit Grantham this year are
as follows:
August 1987

River City
Brass Band

Cultural

Series

River City Brass Band, Saturday, September 19
Richard Crist, Bass, Friday, October 2
Calliope: A Renaissance Band, Friday,
November 6
New York Woodwind Quintet, Friday,
February 19, 1988
The Robert DeCormier Singers: An
American Salute, Friday, March 4,
1988
Susquehanna

Valley

Lyceum

Fred Friendly, "Celebrating the 200th
Anniversary of the Constitution of
the United States," Friday, Oct. 16
Zbigniew Brzezinski, "Critical Issues in
Foreign Policy," Friday, Nov. 13
Chaim Potok, "The Writer Against the
World," Thursday, February 4, 1988
Carl Rowan, "A View from Washington," Friday, April 8, 1988
Brochures and other information may
be obtained by writing to "Cultural Series" a n d / o r "Susquehanna Valley
Lyceum," Messiah College, Grantham,
Pa. 17027, or by calling (717) 766-2511.
Spring Dean's List

Following is a list of Brethren in
Christ students that were named to the
Dean's List at Messiah for the Spring
1987 semester. These students achieved
at least a 3.6 grade point average on a 4.0
scale, and took at least 12 credit hours.
(The class standing designated is the
class the student was in during the 198687 year.)
Steven D. Allison, freshman, premed, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Kathy A. Besecker, sophomore, early
childhood education, Waynesboro, Pa.
Winifred S. Brubaker, junior elementary education, Arcanum, Ohio.
Kevin W. Cassel, junior, chemical
engineering, Grantham, Pa.
Timothy K. Cober, sophomore, history, Port Colborne, Ontario, Canada.
Timothy J. H. Day, junior, family
studies, Ridgeway, Ontario, Canada.

David A. Deyhle, senior, religion,
Springfield, Ohio.
Diane E. Donat, sophomore, elementary education, Columbia, Pa.
Travis C. Fraser, senior, mechanical
engineering, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Kristin S. Garis, sophomore, elementary education, Hatfield, Pa.
Janet E. Heise, junior, psychology,
New Madison, Ohio.
Daniel L. Heitzman, junior, Bible,
Paxinos, Pa.
Jeanne K. Hess, senior, English, Lancaster, Pa.
Penny L. Hess, freshman, accounting, Gap, Pa.
Kristen S. Hoffman, sophomore, dietetics, Palmyra, Pa.
Jane E. Howe, freshman, pre-nursing,
Hanover, Pa.
Elizabeth M. Imboden, freshman,
biology, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Rebecca S. Kreider, junior, chemistry, Lancaster, Pa.
Layne A. Lebo, junior, history,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Thomas A. Mann, junior, electrical
engineering, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Todd A. McKee, freshman, Bible,
Zullinger, Pa.
Hanford Ndlovu, junior, chemistry,
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe
Carol A. Peterman, junior, elementary education, Manheim, Pa.
Michael S. Sandler, sophomore,
math, Souderton, Pa.
Jill M. Seaman, senior, computer
science, East Amherst, N.Y.
Vicky L. Seibert, sophomore, psychology, East Berlin, Pa.
Bradley K. Steinbrecher, sophomore,
pre-med, Greenville, Ohio
Marlene K. Strite, senior, computer
science, Waynesboro, Pa.
J. C. Trussell, junior, pre-med, Grantham, Pa.
Karen D. Ulery, senior, math, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Cathy J. Weiand, sophomore, social
welfare, Port Royal, Pa.
27

Partnership in preaching
Preaching has been referred to as
the most critical and influential event
in the church week. The truth of the
statement is echoed time and again
by both pastors and people. Yet the
sermon is frequently the most criticized part of a church's ministry. But
it does not need to be.
The power of preaching is seen in
its continued existence over thousands of years. It began with God's
call of prophets such as Ezekiel
(Ezek. 2:1-8). J o h n the Baptist
preached repentance (Matt. 3:2), and
Jesus also began in Matthew 4 to
preach, "Repent, the kingdom of
heaven is near." The continuation of
preaching was assured on the day of
Pentecost when Peter stood up to
preach (Acts 2:14). Paul felt called to
preach (Acts 16:10) and he instructed
Timothy to preach the gospel (2
Tim. 4:2). For centuries preaching
has been challenged and debated,
but it remains God's means of raising our consciousness of the truth of
Christ and his way of life.

by Harvey Sider

The purpose of preaching is to
reveal the living Christ in words or
terms that are understandable, so
that the hearer will believe and become a follower of Jesus Christ.
Sometimes the preacher is a prophet
declaring his message with directness and urgency. Other times the
preacher is more pastoral and seeks
to calm, heal, and nurture. Regardless of the format, preaching reveals
Christ to persons in all his fullness.
Preaching seeks to confront life's
dilemmas and puzzlements. Its intent
is to explain the cause, offer help,
and describe behavior which will
result in freedom, encouragement,
and hope. It addresses human needs
in a persuasive manner.
Communication is fundamental
in preaching. The preacher has a
message and the listener has a need.
The preacher has a message and listener has a need. The preacher's
challenge is to transmit his message
in words and pictures that cause the
listener to reflect and respond. With-

Sept. 13—Ministry Sunday
The Board for Ministry and Doctrine has, as one of its mandates,
"To seek out persons with evident gifts for ministry and to counsel
and encourage them toward ministry" ( M a n u a l of Doctrine and
Government, Article XXIII, Section 4C, p. 57). Every year the
second Sunday of September is designated "Ministry Sunday"—a
day for pastors and congregations to reflect on the meaning of "the
ministry." A primary purpose for Ministry Sunday is to give visibility and meaning to the role of the minister in order to encourage
young people and second career people in their response to God's
call.
Your pastor has already received a letter with suggestions for
facilitating this accent on ministry with a special focus for September 13, or another appropriate Sunday. Persons sensing God's
call to the ministry in their own lives or in someone else are invited to
speak with their pastor or bishop, or write to the Board for Ministry
and Doctrine, P.O. Box 9587, Wichita, KS 67277.
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out a response, preaching is static,
and can be defined as what happens
between the time the preacher stands
up to preach and when the people
shake his hand at the door. Communication needs to be dynamic. A
dynamic sermon begins when truth
germinates in the listener's mind and
ends whenever reflection on that
truth ceases.
Therefore preaching seeks to involve both the proclaimer and the
hearer. Dietrich Bonhoeffer said,
"He who can no longer listen to his
brother will soon be no longer listening to God either; he will be doing
nothing but prattle in the presence of
God. . . . Christians have forgotten that the ministry of listening
has been committed to them by
Him. . . ."
Effective preaching is dependent
on effective listening. Preaching is
only half of a good sermon. The
other half is listening. Listening involves the mind and emotions. It is
actively giving meaning to the speaker's words based on the listener's
perceptions and needs. The listener
purposefully, and at times unconsciously, selects what he or she wants
to hear and then interprets those
words according to need. Our attitudes, needs, and feelings influence
the interpretation process.
Therefore preaching is more than
an event in which the listeners hold
up score cards at the end of the sermon to register their 10, 8, 6, or 4. It
is persons who were as intentional in
preparing themselves for listening as
the preacher was for preaching, openly accepting and understandint the
speaker's point of view before evaluating its content. For preaching to
have maximum effectiveness, the
preacher must seek to discern how
God's truth can help the listener as
well as the listener seeking to discern
the central theme of the message.

Harvey R. Sider is bishop of the Canadian Conference of the Brethren in
Christ Church.
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The recent convulsions in the American Christian scene have prompted me
to reflect upon our denominational
name. To be "Brethren in Christ" has
much significance for the true identity of
the genuine Christian. The recent crisis
of credibility among the public TV
promoters of Christianity has prompted
the world to look on with a snide smile
at best, and at the very worst, a caustic
cynicism aimed at all Christians.
This caused me to ask what it is that
we want our world to know about
Christians and Christianity. To be known
as "People That Love" has peculiar hollowness to it just now, even though
under good circumstances it would be a
fitting description of Christians and the
church. However, even in the good
times of public opinion, are Christians
the only ones to be characterized as
"people that love"? And even more
troublesome: is it only one segment of
the Christian family that would lay
claim to this distinction?
I suppose we come by certain name
identifications quite by accident sometimes, and at other times, not knowing
the implications of a name for a later
era. For example, there was a popular
men's store in Portland, Oregon, that
felt it was necessary to change its name
from "The Gay Blade," to simply "The
Blade," out of response to the times.
My satisfaction with our denomination name identity, especially at a time
when a world looks askance at the
church, is this: we unequivocally proclaim up front our only genuine and
worthy identity, which is that we are "in
Christ." We cannot boast that we love
better than anyone else, or that we sin
less than anyone else—only that if anything be to our credit, it is made significant only "in Christ." Furthermore, anything that would discredit us is offered
up to the work of the cross for its
redemption and healing. And again, it is
only "in Christ."
I suspect that the Brethren in Christ
do not make more money than others
(Christian or otherwise), nor do they
raise nearly as much money as some;
they are not smarter, nor are they healed
of the diseases any faster. A whole spectrum of comparisons might be offered
and I would hope we would never consider our significance on the basis of any
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such comparative human judgments.
On this basis, wouldn't Gandhi have
been a better Christian than most Christians you and I know? Or wouldn't Paul,
before his conversion, have been more
honorable according to Philippians 3:4-6?
Or, from a different perspective, since
the anti-smoking crusade is found not
only in churches and revival meetings
today, does this mean that the world is
becoming more Christian? Or course
not! Comparisons of moralities between
Christianity, other religions, and the
irreligious only leads to ambiguity, confusion, and to hiding the real essence of
Christianity which is the good news of
entering into a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ. That is our boast and
our hope and our witness.
The world does not profit from a
fallen church or minister or ministry.
Nor does the world find its answers and
hope by beholding the beautiful corner
church where everything would seem to
be perfect inside and out. Our message is

Christ: Christ crucified, dead, buried,
and resurrected. Our mission and ministry to the world and what we would have
them see in us should be characterized
according to the teaching of the Apostle
Paul: "For I resolved to know nothing
while I was with you except Jesus Christ
and him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2).
The scoffers of Christianity have good
reason for suspicion when they encounter the foibles of popular TV evangelism. The worldly audience has been
forced into making a judgment about
the disparity between what is preached
and what is practiced. When we refuse
to lift up the preachers and when we
insist upon lifting up Christ, then shall
all men be drawn to him. "But we preach
Christ crucified: a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to
those whom God has called . . . Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of
God" (1 Cor. 1:23-24).
Vern Bossserman
Lebanon, Pa.

w s i m s
Dear Paul,
While traveling through a midwestern state last summer, I noticed a homemade sign nailed to a tree. It was simple,
just a weathered board with crude hand
lettering. The message was simple also,
but I have never been able to forget it:
"Son, please come back to Jesus."
I've thought of it many times since,
and wondered why a parent would
choose this method to communicate a
plea with which many Christian parents
can identify. Is it the cry of a father who
no longer communicates with his son? Is
the father remembering the many times
he and his son worked, talked, and
played together? Is he remembering how
his young son made him so proud when
he told everyone he met that he wanted
to grow up and be just like Dad? Did
something happen that makes it impossible for him to communicate with his
son now? Or worse yet, does the boy not
even come home anymore, perhaps for
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fear of being "preached at"? Maybe
someone put the sign up as a warning to
all wayward sons who happen along this
road. Whatever the reason, it certainly
caught my attention.
Two different thoughts have evolved
as I have pondered the sign. The first is
that no amount of coaxing, threatening,
pleading, or even praying will force a
person to "come to Jesus." God gave us
freedom to choose, even freedom to
choose wrongly. David tells us not to
harden our hearts when we hear God's
voice (Ps. 95:7-8). You, Paul, were not
disobedient to the vision from heaven,
and King Agrippa was almost persuaded to be a Christian (Acts 26:27, 28).
Each passage demonstrates a free choice.
The second thought concerns the
long-term results of a wrong choice: the
eternal results! Many parents experience
sorrow because a son or daughter renext page, please

fuses to accept Christ's forgiveness and
chooses not to live a life of obedience.
There are feelings of self-doubt and
second guessing. Decisions of the past,
which seemed right at the time, turned
out wrong. A general feeling of helplessness prevails as the parents extend a
hand in the darkness, which no one
accepts. Can this sorrow ever pass?
Parents worry if their child doesn't
clean up his vegetables, and become
alarmed when children don't do as well
as they should at school or don't make
the ball team. Parents hurry off to be

alone to cry when a child goes to
summer camp for the first time. The list
of genuine and legitimate concerns is
long. So how could parents not know
eternal sorrow if their child should
choose a life of sin and its consequences?
(See Rev. 21:8.)
"We will be changed (1 Cor. 15:51).
You wrote these words as you were
speaking of Christ's second coming. We
try to imagine what heaven will be like
and cannot, because we will be changed
and cannot comprehend that change.
But we do know it is a future to be hoped

for—for us and our children. Revelation
21:4 tells us, "He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes. There will be no
more death or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has
passed away."
Sometime I'll try to go by the place
where I saw that sign which expresses in
wistful words the feelings of many,
many concerned parents. Maybe then it
will be replaced with these words: "Welcome home, son."
Onesimus

"Phoebe's Journal
"Of making many books"
"Of making many books there is no
end," the writer of Ecclesiastes said,
"and much study wearies the body." A
trip into a bookstore or the new book
section of a library will confirm the truth
of the first part of that verse, and trying
to keep up with the explosion of information is wearying.
Everyone seems to be writing books
these days. For example, trade publishers create instant books on hot topics of
the day, celebrities seem to feel that they
haven't really made it until they've published a book, and romance novelists
regularly and rapidly churn out new
variations of the same old formulas.
Whether all these are worthwhile contributions to literature is highly debatable, but they indicate the high esteem in
which the printed word is held. Even
ordinary people like me fantasize about
writing and publishing the proverbial
"Great American Novel" or some other
book that will affect the lives of many
people and live on even after we're gone.
In spite of the boom in the electronic
communication industry (videos, movies,
television, computer, etc.), there doesn't
seem to be a concurrent decline in the

Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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print media. The printed word seems to
have a special mystique or power which
even more sophisticated electronic communication devices can't supersede.
Why?
The power of the written word for me
as both writer and reader consists in its
ability to change people's minds, to convey information, to stimulate thought,
to entertain, to express feelings and
opinions, to open my eyes to the world,
to stimulate the imagination—and to do
all that with infinite variety. The English
language is wonderfully versatile, with a
structure that can be stretched into
many different shapes and with precise
words that describe all sorts of ideas and
feelings. I have unending respect (and
not a little envy!) for people who are
gifted at making the language work for
them, putting words together, describing ideas and feelings in such a way as to
create that flash of recognition in the
reader ("That's exactly how it is" or
"Now I understand" or "What an intriguing idea").
Other means of communication have
much the same power and versatility, so
I'm not sure I know what sets the written
word apart. Perhaps simplicity is part of
the appeal. Even though many people
now write on word processors, the only
tools that are really necessary for part of
oneself to be immortalized in print are a
pencil, paper, and ideas. For me, that
possibility is exhilarating, and so I am
endlessly fascinated with words and
books and the ideas that can be communicated in them.

What does all this have to do with the
100th anniversary of the Evangelical
Visitor that we celebrate this month? In
a sense, this is also the 100th anniversary
of the Brethren in Christ being in the
publishing business—in the business of
marketing some of those words and
ideas that so endlessly fascinate me. The
Visitor was the first of many official
Brethren in Christ publications; all the
books, Sunday school curriculum, and
other periodicals that the church has
published and continues to publish in
increasing quantity owe their existence
to the vision of those Brethren who
voted to begin a church periodical. Not
only did they want to improve communication among themselves, but they
also wanted to spread their understanding of the gospel to others and to keep
up with trends in American Protestantism. They understood something of the
importance and the tension of keeping
pace with the culture in which they lived.
What better way to explore the dynamics of the gospel and its relationship to
and impact on culture than through the
almost universal medium of the printed
word?
If the Ecclesiastian writer were around
today, he might marvel at how right he
was. Of the making of many books there
is indeed no end. But I don't think that's
as disheartening as he seemed to imply.
More books means more information,
more entertainment, more worlds to
explore, more opportunity for ideas to
be considered, exchanged, and adopted.
I'm glad that the Brethren in Christ have
been and continue to be a part of that
process.
Phoebe
Evangelical Visitor

Celebrating a centennial
How best to observe the 100th anniversary of a magazine
like the Visitor? One denominational magazine recently
printed a congratulatory letter from the White House. In prose
not at all supported by research, the letter effused, "For fully a
century—possibly longer than any other denominational
magazine in this country—your publication has fostered
Christian conviction." (I know that very little research was
done, for I have in my modest files 100th anniversary issues of
several denominational magazines, along with one celebrating
150 years of publication.)
At the other end of the spectrum is the editor who two years
ago wrote, in part: "Most editors would put out a Special 100th
Anniversary issue. . . . They'd put a four-color photo on the
cover, double the number of pages, and solicit flowery tributes
from bishops and other noteworthy people. . . . But I see no
reason to glorify a magazine's existence, especially since
today's (magazine's name) doesn't even remotely resemble the
1885 original—in name, appearance, size, frequency, tone,
purpose, or anything else."
In the case of the Visitor, there are a number of similarities
with the 1887 original, although many aspects of the paper
have evolved over the course of time. So, for this issue, we've
chosen to take a middle path, somewhere between the two
extremes noted above. On the following pages, you'll find no
congratulatory telegrams from Ottawa or Washington, D.C.
Nor have we doubled the size of the magazine (although we are
printing extra copies and are sending them to congregations).
We certainly aren't glorifying the 100 years of the Visitor's
existence. But we are celebrating it, and invite you to reflect
with us for a while about its 100 years of ministry.
In the lead article, Nancy Heisey takes a brief look at the
magazine's history and contribution to the life of the church.
Some of the comments she makes deserve further elaboration,
but space in this issue prohibits it. (You may want to respond
to issues she identifies—I suspect some will surface in future
articles or editorials.) Then historian E. Morris Sider introduces us to the editors who have been responsible for the
Visitor since 1887. And in an article written in 1951, Elbert
Smith discusses what obligations we owe to the past. While not
focusing on an anniversary theme, many of his comments
seem appropriate to a centennial observance.
A more extensive analysis of the Visitor's 100 years of
ministry will appear later this year in Brethren in Christ History and Life, the journal of the denomination's historical
society. The article is being written by Ray Zercher, long-time
member of the Messiah College faculty, and office editor at
Evangel Press from 1949 to 1962.

A central concern since the magazine's founding has been
the building and maintaining of unity among the small, scattered group of people which are the Brethren in Christ. But in
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many ways, the sense of "scatteredness" among the Brethren in
Christ is greater today than when the first issue was published
on August 1, 1887. Congregations in North America may be
found from coast to coast; from the southern tip of Texas to
the northern reaches of Saskatchewan. Moreover, a significant
number of subscribers are not currently active in one of our
congregations. Some simply live too far away from a Brethren
in Christ church; others experience different kinds of distance.
Yet there is the desire for connectedness, as seen in their
continued subscribing to the Visitor.
Of course, geography represents only one aspect of diversity.
Economic, cultural, and ethnic factors are but a few of the
additional aspects of the "scatteredness" experienced by the
Brethren in Christ in the 1980s. Developing and maintaining a
lively communication link among such a scattered p e o p l e difficult though it may be to do—continues to be a central
objective of the magazine.
My hope as editor is that the Visitor will minister in our day
as effectively as it has in the past—helping to build a common
vision, maintaining a spirit of unity, and fostering real community among Brethren in Christ in North America, as well as
reaching out to readers around the world.
For this to happen, each of us—writers, readers, and persons
in leadership—must take an active role. The Visitor needs
more writers who know how to inform, inspire, and address
current issues. We need more readers who consider carefully
these articles, searching for truth, and applying it to their total
life. And we need more leaders who will promote circulation of
the magazine and encourage the process of discernment, communication, and application of truth.

I

A pastor or teacher has the advantage of receiving immediate feedback to a sermon or a classroom session. Nodding
heads and glassy-eyed stares communicate one type of evaluation; lively discussion and affirming smiles communicate
another kind of response.
Writers and editors, on the other hand, are several steps
removed from the readers. Unless you as a reader write a letter,
mention the magazine in conversation, or cancel a subscription, we really have a hard time knowing what you are
thinking.
What is your assessment of the Visitor as we complete 100
years of publication? In what ways has it been helpful to you, to
your family, to your congregation, to the denomination? And
what is your counsel to us as we move into the next century?
We would like to receive feedback from you during August
and September. Selected excerpts from letters will be published later this.fall. Whether your letter is printed or not, your
comments will be most helpful as we plan for Visitor issues for
1988 and beyond.

In this special issue, we commemorate 100 years of ministry of the Evangelical Visitor. We
thank God for the heritage passed on to us by writers, editors, printers, and a supportive
readership. They had a vision of ministry for the magazine (restated from time to time
throughout the years), and they did their best to fulfill that vision.

To serve the present age,
our calling to fulfill . . . .
As we enter our second century of publication, what is the current vision for the
Visitor?
In the words of the purpose statement
we publish in the Evangelical Press Assoaation's membership directory: "As its official
periodical, the Visitor seeks to communicate
the life, teachings, and mission of the
Brethren in Christ Church."
We attempt to foster commitment to the
Lord and mission to our world. Articles

explore aspects of biblical truth and seek to
make practical application to everyday life.
And in a sense the Visitor serves as a bulletin
board for the church, with the magazine's
pages communicating various aspects of our
life together.
We encourage you to be part of the Visitor family as we start our second century.
Renew your subscription (or begin a subscription) today. (Subscription information is
at the bottom of page 3.)
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